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LEMOORE, Calif. — Hawks’ 
guard Dathan Satchell came out 
of the locker room at Golden 
Eagles Arena with his head 
down, his Mamba Focus Nikes 
in his hands. He walked briskly 
past his teammates as he rushed 
to get to the team bus. His eyes 
were fire-truck red when he 
wiped tears from his cheeks.

The sophomore had just 
played his last game, capping a 
memorable career since transfer-
ring to Las Positas from Casper 
Community College. 

But this wasn’t the time for 
big-picture perspective. The 
Hawks had a state championship 
in their reach. And it slipped 
away. 

In it’s 31st game, on a stage 
it had never reached before, 
against one of the hottest teams 
in California, The Hawks simply 
ran out of gas. 

They couldn’t score over the 
last five minutes. They couldn’t 
stop guard Roy Clarke and 
forwards Matthew Mayes and 
Kalique Mitchell of West Los 
Angeles. They couldn’t hold up 
against the pressure defense. 
In the most crucial part of the 
game, when it came time to 
make one more push, their tank 
was empty.

The Wildcats, the No. 1 seed 
in SoCal, capitalized with a surge 
down the stretch. Las Positas 
lost 77-64 on Friday, March 11, 
missing a chance to advance to 
the final four of the California 
Community College Athletic 
Association state championship 
bracket. 

The Hawks’ dream season is 
over.

“For what this team did, not 
a lot of people were expect-
ing,” Hawks head coach James 
Giacomazzi said. “Really, really 
proud of this team.”

After a back-and-forth battle 
for most of the game, Las Positas 
found itself down six points 
with 5:04 left on the clock. The 
Wildcats ripped off a 7-0 run.

Gavin Davis had four points 
comprising of two free throws 
and a layup in the final run and 
Roy Clarke hit a three at the 
3:59 mark that put West LA up 
73-64 and put Las Positas on 
the ropes. With time evaporating, 
the Hawks couldn’t get anything 
going. 

Their last basket came at the 
6:40 mark on a layup by freshman 
center Jordahn Johnson, cutting 
the Wildcats lead to 70-64. But 
the Hawks didn’t score again. 
They missed their next seven 

shots plus committed two turn-
overs the rest of the way. 

Johnson had another lights-
out performance. He finished 
with 22 points and 12 rebounds, 
this after tallying 26 points and 18 
rebounds in the win at Columbia 
to get Hawks in the state bracket. 

Sophomore forward Dathan 
Satchell finished with 15 points. 
But it took him 17 shots to get 
them. All of his came from 
behind the arc as he shot 5 of 14 
from 3-point range. 

Las Positas, which ranked No. 
7 in the state in scoring, struggled 
on offense. The Hawks haven’t 
scored this few points the entire 
season. They made just 41 per-
cent of their shots, missed 13 of 
their 23 threes and turned the 
ball over 18 times. West L.A. 
scored 16 points off of Las Positas 
miscues.

“For the first time this year, we 
turned the ball over more than 
we’ve ever done,” Giacomazzi 
said. “Secondly, we didn’t make 
shots at a higher clip, and we just 

missed shots that we normally 
make.”

Both teams were expected to 
get on the fast break through-
out the game. It worked for the 
Hawks early. A 3-pointer by 
Isaiah Victor put Las Positas 
ahead 14-5 four-and-a-half min-
utes into the game.

The Hawks didn’t surrender 
the lead until the 10-minute mark 
in the first half when they trailed 
22-20. When West LA made its 
run, the Hawks rode Johnson. He 
scored 10 points over the next 
eight minutes to keep Las Positas 
in striking distance.

“They like to get up and down 
the court, we like to get up and 
down the court,” West L.A. coach 
Anthony Jones said. “So I knew 
it was going to be an exciting 
game.”

The Wildcats brought the full 
court press throughout the entire 
game, which made things diffi-
cult for the Hawks when moving 
the ball down the floor. 

West L.A. isn’t a great 3-point-

ing shooting team. They made 
just five on Friday. But their 
relentless attacking eventually 
pounded the Hawks into submis-
sion. The Wildcats were 18-for-
24 from the free throw line. Las 
Positas was 4 of 6.

“We just got stagnant against 
their press,” Giacomazzi said. 
“They have long and athletic 
guards and we couldn’t see a lot 
over the top. We didn’t make 
them pay for pressing us like 
that.” 

The Hawks started feeling it in 
the second half, managing just 28 
points after halftime. Seven play-
ers had at least two turnovers.

Still, with 9:40 left, the game 
was tied at 60 thanks to another 
Victor 3-pointer. But the Hawks 
would never take the lead again. 
The threes stopped dropping. 
The inside game wasn’t enough. 
The defense couldn’t stop West 
L.A. The season was slipping 
away. The best team in Las 
Positas history couldn’t stop it. 

Hawks’ dream season is over

Josh Jones/ The Express
LEMOORE, Calif. MARCH 11: Hawks’ wing Malik Jackson No. 24 (left), guard Dathan Satchell No.4 (middle) and guard 
Lee Jones Jr. No.1 (right) gather at the game against West Los Angeles in the CCCAA State Championships on March 
11, 2022.
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By Nathan Canilao
@NATHANCANILAO

Everyone needs a good cousin. 
Not the cousin you see once a year at 

the family reunion. Or the cousin that 
swears you owe him money from three 
years ago.

 But the cousin who knows you 
broke your mom’s favorite vase when you  
were 4 years old. The cousin who remem-
bers your first crush. The cousin who isn’t 
afraid to let you know your breath stinks or 
needs a haircut.

Those cousins are more like siblings. 
That’s what the Las Positas men’s basket-
ball team has coming off its bench in Isaiah 
and Domonick Victor. Cousins who are 
more like brothers. Ride or die.

The Victor cousins have been inter-
twined since they were kids. So it only 
makes sense they reached the pinnacle 
of their basketball lives together. Isaiah 
and Domonick, Zay and Dom, bonded 
by blood and jersey, made it to the state 
championship together. This was almost 
predictable based on their lives.

Their connection, developed over a life-
time, was a huge reason for the Hawks’ 
success. It certainly is a shining example of 
the chemistry Las Positas men’s basketball 
has used to get the furthest the school has 
ever gone. Both players offer the Hawks 
the jolt of energy they need off the bench.

The Hawks didn’t have one star. They 
didn’t lean on an exclusive style. Every 
game it seemed a different player was 
leading the charge. Their 27 wins came 
in a variety of ways. But the one consis-
tent element was their togetherness. Their 
strength was in their bond. They made it as 
far as they did because their attack comes 
from all over. They embody the idea of a 
team as they do everything as a collective. 

The Victor boys not only illustrated the 
team’s chemistry, but they were a source of 
it. They infused the roster with it. Even as 
they went into the biggest game in school 
history, they were as unified as ever. Their 
mindsets were in lockstep, focused on one 
thing: a title. Nothing meant more to these 
two than holding up the state champion-
ship trophy.

That pursuit is expected to continue 
next season as they potentially take on 
even more prominent roles.

“Winning is all that matters right now,” 
Isaiah said as Dom nodded in agreement. 
“That’s what we focused on.”

Domonick and Isaiah are naturally com-
petitive. They love competing at just about 
anything, from one-on-one hoops to facing 
off in NBA 2K. 

When the Victors were younger, they 
would routinely go at it in the backyard 
at whatever family function brought them 
together. These games were for bragging 
rights and to see who really was the best 
Victor in the family. 

It was all fun and games until, one day, 
Domonick and Isaiah got into it after one 
of their infamous one-on-ones. According 
to family members, they got into each 
other’s faces and almost came to blows 

until their fight got broken up. 
But what came out of that moment was 

a realization. A realization that their com-
petitiveness can help each other on the 
basketball court. And since then, they have 
been closer than ever. 

“Their relationship is very close,” said 
Isaiah’s father Sylvon. “They’re extremely 
tight.”

Domonick and Isaiah spent much 
of their childhood on different sides of 
the country. Domonick spent many of 
his elementary and middle school years 
on the east coast while Isaiah lived in 
the Central Valley of California. When 
Domonick entered high school, he moved 
to California and attended Manteca High 
School with Isaiah.

Once high school hit, the Victors spent 
more time with each other on the court. 
They would spend winters playing high 
school ball at Manteca and spend the 
spring and summer playing AAU for Lion’s 
Truth Basketball.

After high school, the two spent some 
time apart for a bit. Domonick would 
attend Howard University for a year and 
come back to the west coast to play for 
Ascending Life Academy, a post grad prep 
school in Chandler, Arizona. 

The two would come back together for 
the 2021-22 season at Las Positas when 
they were recruited by Head Coach James 
Giacomazzi.

Though they are cousins, they both play 
a different style of basketball. 

Isaiah is your classic 3-and-D wing. He 
is constantly looking for his 3-point shot in 
transition and is often tasked with picking 
up the opposing team’s best wing. He shot 
the 3-ball to a tune of 39.2% this year while 
averaging 7.6 points per game.

Domonick is a pure athlete who is 
always looking for a dunk or a putback. His 
energy alone gives the Hawks an edge on 
the defensive end as well as in transition. 
He shot 52.5% from the field this year and 
was no stranger to dunking on someone in 
the fast break.

Though they might have different 
games on the court, off the court, they’re 
essentially the same person. They listen to 
the same music, watch the same shows and 
workout at the same times. The only place 
they might be different is when it comes to 
putting food on the plate.

“Look, I’m picky, but he’s way more 
picky than me when it comes to food,” 
said Domonick as he points to Isaiah and 
laughs.

Teammates notice that they are also the 
same as well. In the locker room, the Victor 
boys are infamous for cracking jokes and 
poking fun at each other. 

When asked about the funniest guys 
in the locker room, sophomore Dathan 
Satchell said “I would probably say 
Domonick and Isaiah Victor, them boys 
funny as hell.”

When they were on the court this year, 
the two gave the Hawks’ energy that they 
needed off the bench. The two’s mix of 
athleticism and shooting gave the Hawks’ 
an offensive and defensive punch that most 

teams don’t have coming off the bench.
“Dom and Isaiah play a big role in giving 

us energy,” said Giacomazzi.
Earlier this year, the Hawks played a 

preseason game against Sacramento City 
College and the Victor brothers went off. 
The two combined for 35 points which 
gave the Hawks a 12 point win at home. 

“It was probably my favorite moment of 
the season,” said Isaiah. “I love seeing him 
do well and he likes seeing me do well.”

Though the Hawks’ season ended, the 
two will be back in Livermore next year, 
poised to be key contributors with starting 
roles. The rare mix of shooting and ath-
leticism that the Victor boys present when 
they’re on the floor is hard to find.

While the Hawks will have to find 
replacements for positions in other areas, 
the Victor boys will have the wing spots 
locked down. Their natural competitive-
ness will elevate the Hawks’ on both ends 
of the floor and their chemistry will play 
a big role in the team’s cohesiveness next 
year.

“We have great chemistry coming in, so 
it fits well with the team,” said Isaiah.

Image courtesy of @revivecryother-
apy instagram
The Victors recovering on their day off at 
Revive Cryotherapy.

Image courtesy of Domonick Victor
Domonick Victor (left) and Isaiah Victor (right) pose on The Tony Costello Court at Las Positas 
College. 

The Victors prove vital to Hawks’ success
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By Iyore Iyamu
@IYAMUMIYORE

James Giacomazzi had precisely what 
he’d always wanted. His childhood, his 
playing days, his mentors,  all were but a 
prelude to this career he’d long desired. 
And he got it.

Still, something was missing. 
He perhaps didn’t know what it was, 

not then. He just knew the fulfillment that 
was supposed to come hadn’t arrived. He 
had players to develop and games to win, 
but there was a gaping void in his life.

It all came together for him at Las 
Positas. When he took the job to run 
the men’s basketball program in 2015, it 
was the opportunity he needed. He got 
to coach in Livermore, where he lived, 
which meant he could finally add that 
missing piece: Kristi. 

With the Hawks, his wife could be on 
the journey with him.   

“She's my everything,” he said. “I 
remember when we were just dating. 
It was all about basketball. Like, noth-
ing else mattered. And then you realize 
when you have a family that it's kind of 

everything that makes it special, right? 
It's the coaching. It's the teaching; It's the 
mentoring. It's the guys. It's including 
your wife and your daughters and your 
family all into this whole thing. When 
it's all into the same equation, It's that 
much more special. It’s that much more 
meaningful. And then you realize that 
whether you win or you lose, it's always 
going to be a good day when you get 
home because they're going to support 
you regardless.”  

In many ways, Giacomazzi was meant 
to be here. His whole life seemed to point 
him to this mountain he’s climbed. 

He’s a basketball lifer. The son of a 
coach who introduced him as a kid. His 
father coached the boys' team at now-
closed San Carlos High School and led 
them to a memorable 28-1 championship 
season. Little James would tag along with 
his dad to games and spend time around 
the players. He instantly connected with 
the game and its culture.

His dedication to the game and coach-
ing style has transformed the Las Positas 
men’s basketball team’s image and taken 
the program to new heights. His Hawks 

have posted a winning record and made 
the playoffs every year he’s been, coach. 
This year they made state.

But this journey began when he was a 
kid when he fell in love with his father’s 
game and got good enough to play high 
school and college. He made varsity at 
Washington High School in Fremont. 
This introduced him to another influ-
ential figure, Washington coach Quinn 
Boggs. The knowledge he gained only 
fueled his desire.

"He taught me the principles of the 
game,” Giacomazzi said, “and strategy."

After high school, Giacomazzi went 
to San Jose City College. He learned 
under legendary coach Percy Carr, one 
of the winningest coaches in community 
college basketball history. Giacomazzi 
learned how to operate a program under 
Carr and the impact of solid practices. 
Giacomazzi averaged 7.9 points per game 
and grabbed 5.9 rebounds at San Jose 
City before transferring to UC Riverside, 
where he majored in Liberal Arts. His 
team went 57-12 to two Golden Gate 
Conference championships in two years. 
He played both center and forward, earn-

ing All-Conference accolades his senior 
year. 

He graduated from Riverside with a 
bachelor's degree in 1998. Giacomazzi 
then went to San Jose State to get his 
master's degree in kinesiology, focusing 
on human performance and sports man-
agement. He finished in 2001.

While these degrees were helpful for 
many jobs, he knew what he wanted 
to be. A coach. Everyone he played for 
taught him something new about the 
game. 

“When you kind of put it all together,” 
he said, “you kind of get your stew. Do 
you know? And then I kind of made it 
my own because what you realize is you 
can't be who you're not. I can't be my 
high school coach, community college, 
or four-year coach. But you take bits and 
pieces of it, and you create the formula 
that works for you.”

He absorbed it all and applied it to 
every coaching job he had. 

He started as a coaching assistant for 
Carr, his former coach. There he got to 
learn the ins and outs of coaching.

“I make a joke about how I feel like he 

Josh Jones/ The Express 
Hawks men’s basketball Head Coach James Giacomazzi leads his 27-win squad to the first ever elite eight appearance in school history. The Hawks lost to the West Los Angeles Wildcats in the 
first round of the California Community College Athletics Association men’s basketball state championships in Lemoore, Calif. 

Ball, community, family  — James Giacomazzi finds home at LPC



probably yelled at me more than other 
players that played for him,” Giacomazzi 
said. “But what I realized is that he saw 
more in me than I saw in myself. And 
I thought I could be something, be a 
scholarship player, be an outstanding 
scholarship player. We kept a relationship 
even when I left and went to Riverside. 
He was checking on me. We would talk, 
and then right when I graduated, I start-
ed coaching him. We got close even more 
so then, on a different level, to the point 
where when I got married, he became a 
groomsman at my wedding. So he was 
that important, that special to me.”

Giacomazzi assisted in recruiting and 
coaching a team that finished 29- 5 and 
had the longest winning streak in the 
nation with 24 consecutive victories in 
1999- 00. He helped guide the 2000- 01 
team to a 32- 6 record and the televised 
state championship game on Fox Sports. 
Both teams went undefeated in league 
play during those two seasons, finishing 
24 -0 and winning two conference cham-
pionships.

After that experience, he knew he 
was ready to lead his program. So he got 
the head job at Cosumnes River College. 
Since the job was in Elk Grove, and he 
lived in Livermore, he found himself 
commuting a lot. But he loved coaching, 
so he did it.

He was at Cosumnes River for 11 
seasons. He won a total of 220 games.  
Giacomazzi's teams won two Big 8 
Conference titles, reached the postsea-
son six times, and made five appearances 
in the CCCAA Sweet Sixteen. After his 
first full recruiting year, when he first got 
to coach players he chose,  Consumnes 
averaged 20 wins per season. In his final 

year, he led the team to a 23 -8 overall 
record with a 12 -2 conference mark en 
route to winning the conference title. 
The Big 8 is widely regarded as among 
the most competitive conferences in the 
state.

His assistant coach feels the reason 
for the team success is a large part of 
Giacomazzi's leadership.

 “Through the leadership of the coach, 
the team continues to improve, grow and 
make improvements practice by practice” 
Podesta says.

It was all about basketball. 
Like, nothing else mattered. 
And then you realize when 
you have a family that it’s kind 
of everything that makes it 
special, right? It’s the coach-
ing. It’s the teaching; It’s the 
mentoring. It’s the guys. It’s 
including your wife and your 
daughters and your family all 
into this whole thing.  
  — James Giacomazzi

There was a time Giacomazzi was sure 
he would be at Cosumnes River forever. 
But it wasn’t his dream. He wanted to 
coach, be in his community, and have 

more time for his family. The opportuni-
ty of a lifetime gave him that.

A slot at Las Positas opened up for 
the basketball coaching position when 
Hawks coach Tony Costello, founder of 
the basketball program at Las Positas, 
passed away.

The loss of his friend was again for 
his career. Giacomazzi knew the job was 
perfect for his situation. His career, his 
community, and his family could unite. 

‘’Well, wouldn’t that be nice if I was 
just a couple exits away,” Giacomazzi said 
he thought when considering the Hawks 
job. “I could spend more time with the 
family and include them. Because in the 
end, when we were here, and I was there, 
they couldn't be as involved as they are 
here. And that's what I wanted. I wanted 
to be a part of my community, where I 
lived and coached.”

So he followed his dream and took the 
job in June of 2015. Just as he expected, 
everything lined up. It felt right with his 
community and his family by his side.

Quickly, the program benefited.
In 2015-2016, Giacomazzi took Las 

Positas to a record-breaking year, record-
ing the most conference wins in school 
history with a 10-game winning streak 
before earning the No. 4 seed in the 
NorCal playoffs. It was the highest seed 
ever for the Las Positas team.

According to the preseason coach-
es poll, the Hawks entered the 2017-
2018 campaign as one of the top teams 
in California, ranked third in Northern 
California and seventh in the state. 
Hawks validated the expectations with 
a school-record 22-win season and aver-
aged 90 points a game. They were ranked 
in the top 10 in California throughout the 

year and made the playoffs again.
His sixth season produced even more 

history. The Hawks set a new school 
record with 27 wins. They won two play-
off games to advance to the state bracket 
for the first time in school history. In 
their state tournament debut, they lost 
to West Los Angeles, 77-64. But most of 
the team is coming back, so the Hawks 
should be in a great position to contend.

Major credit for the Hawks’ steady 
success is intertwining his worlds. His 
wife and daughters can support him and 
have become part of the LPC family. 
Their reassuring presence only makes his 
fire burn even hotter.

“For me, she’s my everything right,” but 
for the guys too, it's just always a notice. 
Yeah, a familiar face there. That's going to 
yell at the hog ficials. That's going to be 
exciting and still do some yelling on the 
sideline. She's very passionate about, you 
know, our game, our team, and she wants 
us to do well, and she wants the kids to do 
well. So she's, you know, she's also kind of 
behind the scenes. They're the number 
one supporter,’’ he says. 

How could his life get better than this? 
He has his community, family, wife and 
team. He has a program that is becoming 
one of the best in California. 

He didn’t know where his journey as a 
coach would take him. But this feels right 
now that he’s here. He’s found a home by 
following his purpose.

“Yeah, I'm gonna retire here,” 
Giacomazzi said. “This is my final des-
tination.”
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Josh Jones/ The Express
Head Coach James Giacomazzi leading the Las Positas Hawks from the bench at the CCCAA State Championships on March 11, 2022 in Lemoore, California. AJ Gilbert #21 cheers from the bench 
with his teammates. 

Ball, community, family  — James Giacomazzi finds home at LPC



By Nathan Canilao 
@NATHANCANILAO

Disappointment was apparent as the 
Hawks walked off the floor at West Hills 
College. Heads were in jerseys and players 
quickly walked to the men’s locker room 
while the West L.A. Wildcats celebrated 
their first round win over the Hawks.

As players walked out, there was still a 
look of shock on their faces. The Hawks 
had the most historic season in school 
history and the run ended in a loss in the 
first round of the state playoffs. The team, 
mostly made up of freshmen, fought until 
the end, but came up short.

But the season was not in any way a 
disappointment.

The Hawks finished with a 27-4 
record, had multiple players make the All-
Conference and All-State teams and made 
the Elite 8 of the state playoffs for the first 
time in school history.

Players like Jordahn Johnson and Dathan 
Satchell had career seasons for the Hawks. 
Head Coach James Giacomazzi had one his 
best coaching seasons for the Hawks as he 
finished with a winning percentage of .871.

And the Hawks did this after not play-
ing the 2020-21 season due to COVID-19.

Though the Hawks finished the season 
with a loss, there was more to be proud 
about after the season ended. This was the 
best team in school history and a major-
ity of the team will be coming back next 
season.

“I’m immensely proud of those guys. 
We got another banner in the gym, they 
broke school records and they went 27-4,” 
said Giacomazzi. “We have a lot of youth 
so we’re excited about the future. But for 
what this team did, not a lot of people were 

expecting so I’m really proud of our team.”
The Hawks looked like a team that was 

going to contend for a state title from the 
get go. They started off the season with a 
loss to Butte College, but after that they 
rattled off 16 straight wins including wins 
over West Valley College and Fresno City 
College. The streak was the longest in 
school history.

The Hawks were able to get it done 
on both ends of the floor as well. They 
finished with an offensive net efficiency 
rating of .267, good for 7th in the state. 
Defensively, they finished fourth in total 
rebounds allowed at 29.4.

When it came to the playoffs, the Hawks 
picked up two big wins over Porterville and 
Columbia that pushed them to the Elite 8. 
Both games were extremely close and the 
Hawks were able to pull out the win.

When it came to the first round of the 
Elite 8, the Hawks played a hard fought 
game against the best team from southern 
California in the West L.A. Wildcats. The 
Hawks were able to keep it close the entire 
way, but ran out of gas in the final minutes 
and lost by 13.

Despite the anticlimactic end to the 
season, Hawks’ players held their heads up 
and realized how big the accomplishments 
were that they achieved.

“Making the Elite 8 was the highlight 
of the season,” said Johnson. “We made 
school history.”

The players also got something more 
out of the season than just basketball. The 
players that played for the Hawks this year 
built bonds that are going to last for a long 
time. Even though players will be looking 
to get out of Livermore, they will always 
remember the times they had on and off 
the floor.

“The way we came in and gelled as 
a team, there was always good vibes in 
the locker room,” said Satchell. “We were 
always laughing and joking around, there 
was never a dull moment.”

The camaraderie and chemistry was 
a big reason for the Hawks success. The 
locker room was more of a family rather 
than a team. Even though the Hawks had 
one focus the entire season, the environ-
ment was loose and fun.

Whether it was poking fun at Johnson 
or laughing because Isaiah and Domonick 
Victor would get in roast battles, the team 
always found time to be loose and enjoy 

the moment. 
The Hawks season comes to a close, but 

there is a lot to look forward to going into 
next year. The team will be returning nine 
players including Johnson, Domonick and 
Isaiah Victor and all-defensive first team 
player Malik Jackson.

And leading the charge will be 
Giacomazzi who will be returning for his 
seventh season as Hawks’ head coach. The 
man who has led the team to seven con-
secutive winning seasons has no intentions 
of leaving anytime soon.

“I’m gonna retire here, this is my final 
destination,” said Giacomazzi.
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The best season in Hawks men’s basketball history

By Gibran Beydoun
@GIBRAN580MCSM

The game is on and fans are cheering 
as the home team dribbles the ball on the 
court named after a remarkable former 
coach. The late Tony Costello, head coach 

of the Hawks men’s basketball team in 
its early years, has his name on the Las 
Positas court.

Costello left behind a winning record 
in college basketball and it started when 
he coached at Chabot College. He began 
as an assistant coach for three years and 
then took up the high mantle for another 
14 years. 

Under Costello’s coaching years at 
Chabot, the teams have gone 250-179 
overall and made the regional playoffs 12 
times. In addition, Costello led the team 
to the Elite 8 in 2002, two conference 
championships in 2003 and 2005 and the 
Sweet 16 in 2006.

Even off the court, 15 of his players 
went to play at Division I schools and 
another 33 at Division II schools. 

It was in 2005 that LPC unveiled its 
new basketball program and named 
Costello their first ever coach. Costello 
had the experiences of a winning coach 
and building a team from the ground up. 

Costello’s commitment to basketball 
was immeasurable during his tenure. 
Staying late to study film or prepare for the 
next game, he set the bar for the program.

Students, players and faculty remem-
ber Costello for taking the game seriously 
while also doing what he can to help oth-

ers. Costello pushed the team out of their 
comfort zone to become better in many 
aspects, on and off the court. 

Everything seemed right for Costello 
and the Hawks squad. Until an unfortu-
nate time, in 2012, when Costello was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer after 
experiencing stomach pains. 

Costello pushed through to be pres-
ent on campus while undergoing chemo-
therapy treatments. He wasn’t present on 
the court for his team in 2012-13 until the 
last four games of the season. Their record 
without him courtside was 6-21. 

It was the following offseason that 
Costello tried recruiting a team in its 
rebuilding stage after a losing season. 
However, he had to leave campus and 
spend his final moments around his family 
until he passed on August 25, 2013. 

Reading about the accomplishments 
and the impact he left behind, basketball 
or not, was impressive to me. Costello 
presented himself as a role model, a good 
person and a passionate coach. 

It’s no wonder why the court bared his 
name in the following year after his pass-
ing. He grew LPC basketball and helped 
establish a good core from the beginning. 

It’s 2022, almost nine years since 
Costello’s passing at age 57. While he isn’t 

physically here for the team, he is likely 
watching over its recent accomplishments.

In the Hawks’ recent years, under head 
coach James Giacomazzi, the team has 
made playoff appearances every year. The 
exception being the 2019-20 postseason, 
due to the pandemic. 

The Hawks have been one of the top 
ranking teams under Giacomazzi and I’d 
think Costello is proud that Las Positas has 
a head coach whose character is similar to 
his. Someone who is a role model, has the 
winning mentality and is supportive of his 
players just like he was.

Costello would be pleased to know that 
the program he jumpstarted made it to 
the Elite 8. Costello only had such an 
accomplishment at Chabot, but he built a 
winning culture at Las Positas nonetheless. 

This postseason ended in a 77-64 loss 
to West LA, but this season has proven 
to be nothing short of outstanding for the 
Hawks. After a 25-3 regular season record 
and reaching the Elite 8, the Hawks had 
their best season to date. 

It’s safe to say the Hawks have revived its 
winning and supportive culture. They play 
hard and defend the court that’s named 
after the coach that started it all.

Costello would be proud of LPC basketball’s latest accomplishments

Image courtesy of laspositascollege.
academicworks.com

Image courtesy of Chris Ruiz
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Michael Hayes ('19)

Stokley Chaffee ('17)

Kelvin hodges ('06)

Kameron Johnson ('17)

By Joel Martinez 

Jordahn johnson ('23)

Hayes came from West High School in Tracy, California, where he made the all-state selection twice while
playing for the LPC men’s basketball team. During his time at LPC as a guard, he averaged 21.3 points per
game which made him 6th in the state during the 2019-2020 season. Hayes also averaged 11.4 rebounds per
game which made him 2nd in the state also during the 2019-2020 season. He won the California Junior College
Co-Player of the Year. During his sophomore year at LPC, he shot 58.7% from the floor and shot 76% from the
free-throw line, and during his freshman year, he averaged 23.7 points and 9.7 rebounds per game. During the
2018-2019 season, he averaged 23.6 points per game which put him at 3rd in the state and averaged 9.6
rebounds per game Overall, he led the conference in both of these categories.

From Pleasanton, California, he attended Amador Valley High School and soon after
enrolled at LPC. After joining the basketball team, he averaged 13 points and 10.4
rebounds per game as a sophomore. After graduating from LPC, he played for
Tennessee State University. During his time playing in the NCAA, he scored 305 points.
In 2019, he was in the NBA draft but did not make it. After the draft, he started playing
basketball on a professional level with the Finnish team Kobrat in the Korisliiga
Basketball League. 

 Before he came to LPC, Hodges played his high school ball in New Orleans where he
would be a standout for L.B. Landry High School. After Hurricane Katrina displaced him
and his family, Hodges took a chance and went to LPC where he would play on the
Hawks’ first ever basketball team. He earned All-Coast Conference Honorable Mention
in 2006 and was a key contributor on both ends for the Hawks.

 From Livermore. He graduated from Granada High School and
played basketball for LPC. As a guard, he averaged 12.4 points and
4.4 rebounds per game over 30 games. He had a total of 371 career
points and 142 assists. 

From Mountain House, California, as a freshman this year Jordahn managed to get 16.4
points per game and had a percentile of 52.3. He was named to the All North coast
conference first team and all-state team this year. He had seven 20 point-10 rebound
games this season. His season high was 41 points on January, 28 against Ohlone. He
was a key piece to getting LPC to the championships for the first time during the 2021-
2022 season. 

Graphic by Josh Jones



By Taylour Sparkman
@T_SPARKMAN_330

The 2022 Las Positas men’s basketball 
team had its historic season come to an 
end on Friday, March 5, after losing 77-64 
to a strong West L.A. team. Both teams 
repped a 27-3 record ahead of their match-
up against each other in the California 
Community College State Basketball 
Championship tournament held at West 
Hills College in Lemoore, California.

The Hawks were able to mount a 
second-half comeback in their previ-
ous game against the Columbia Claim 
Jumpers, courtesy of the usual LPC offen-
sive threats in Jordahn Johnson, Lee Jones 
Jr. and Dathan Satchell. Sophomore vet-

erans Nikko Echalas, Johnson and 
Satchell would yet again be promi-
nent figures for the Hawks against 
the West L.A. Wildcats, but couldn’t 
take care of the score themselves.  
  Despite coming up just a bit short 
against West L.A., the three sophomore 
guards have proven all season long to be 
key contributors towards LPC’s offense. 
There will be some pretty big shoes to 
fill in the coming season once the three 
guards transfer. Afterall, Jones Jr. and 
Satchell were named 2022 Coast-North 
All-Conference First-Team players.

Echalas, 5’9” and 170-lbs guard, 
played 20 games in his first season with 
LPC, recording 91 points overall and 
converting on 40.5% of all field-goals 
attempted, along with 61 assists, 33 
rebounds, 20 steals and one block. In 

the 2021-22 season, he would go on to play 
in 29 games, recording 73 points overall, 
with an improved field-goals attempted 
rate of 50%. He also collected 99 assists, 27 
rebounds, 22 steals and one block.

Jones Jr., 6’ and 170-lbs guard, played 28 
games in his first season with LPC, record-
ing 275 points overall and converting on 
44.3% of all field-goals attempted, along 
with 128 assists, 74 rebounds, 40 steals 
and four blocks. In his 2021-22 season, 
he played 29 games and would also see an 
increase in his offensive stats, recording 
342 points overall, with an improved field-
goals attempted rate of 54.5%. He also col-
lected 170 assists, 61 rebounds, 29 steals 
and two blocks.

Satchell, the 6’3” and 215-lbs guard, 

played 26 games during the 2021-22 sea-
son, his first and only season at LPC, 
recording 360 points overall and convert-
ing on 47.8% of all field-goals attempted, 
along with 31 assists, 75 rebounds, 10 
steals and nine blocks. 

The three sophomores combined for 
21 points, five rebounds, three assists, one 
steal, no blocks and four turnovers in the 
final game against West L.A. However, 
they were all over the game and kept 
creating chances for themselves and their 
teammates. 

“For the first time this year, we turned 
the ball over more than we’ve ever done 
and we just missed shots that we nor-
mally would make,” said Giacomazzi. And 
that was the case for most of the roster 
that game, including Satchell. “He’s been 
immense all season. What a great player, 
great kid and great family. Really loved 
having him in the program. Unfortunately, 
we needed a special day…He’s got some 
good legs and just, normally makes ones 
that would go in, like that one right before 
halftime, unfortunately it just didn’t go in 
for us.”

Satchell, who previously played at 
Casper Community College, averaged 
13.8 points per game and shot 47.8% 
for all attempted field goals this season. 
Something he’s proud of, but not as much 
as he is about how he was able to excel off 
the court as well. “I’m blessed that the bas-
ketball side of things has always took care 
of itself. I’ve had D1 Interest and offers at 
my previous JuCo, I just needed to get all 
my credits and things aligned in the class-

room for me to go to the next level. Coach 
James and I have been making sure I’m 
on track and getting stuff done this whole 
year besides tryna win a state chip.” 

Which makes sense,  given Giacommazi’s 
values as a person and that he looks for 
in players when scouting the next wave. 
“Part of the evaluation process is - and 
you do the best you can - ‘What kind of 
people are they?’ ‘What kind of families 
have they come from?’ ‘How hard are they 
working?’ ’Are they self motivated?’ said 
Giacommazi. 

“If you don’t love winning basketball, 
you’re not passionate, you don’t want to 
work hard and you don’t have goals to kind 
of really try to be the best you can be, then 
we struggle. So we really need to spend 
time recruiting guys that really want to get 
better and really want to work and have 
an opportunity at the highest scholarship 
level they can get.”

Giacomazzi, who’s also the LPC Athletic 
Director, has to keep his eyes already out 
for new players in the pipeline though.

“We’re working on it. In terms of those 
specific roles, we are talking to numer-
ous guys in hopes to try and land some 
of them, but we have our targets. We’re 
going after them now, we actually fulfilled 
some other areas that we think we can cre-
ate some more depth to that we’re really 
excited about, some real good length and 
size that we feel can help us continue to be 
one of the better teams in the state.”
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By Lizzy Rager
It’s midday at the Las Positas Costello 

Gym. The gym floor is smudged by the last 
game of the Hawks, its players twitchy on 
the tail of a near-perfect season. A soft lull 
cools over the gym, as if steam was waft-
ing off its floor to signify the calm before 
the storm. Soon, it’ll be time for another 
home game for the Las Positas men’s bas-
ketball team, where you’ll always see one 
consistent player. Not an athlete, but Kristi 
Giacomazzi, the Hawk’s number one fan.

During the day, Kristi is a sales man-
ager for the Toll Brothers, a new luxury 
home developer. She oversees 27 agents 
while being a mom for her two national 
league gymnast daughters. From traveling 
to work, Hawks games and practices and 
events for her daughters, Kristi is a busy 
woman.

Despite this, she makes an effort to 
attend every Hawks home game. 

As the wife of Coach Giacomazzi, she 
knows how important his teams are to 
him. 

“When we first started dating, I realized 
what it was gonna be like to be a coach’s 
wife”

From the year-round recruiting by 
the Coach to sitting on buses with the 
team and getting to know them by name, 
Kristi has seen firsthand what goes into 
making an excellent basketball team.   
   “I know what he does for these kids. I 
know that he cares. James is competitive 

and knows he wants to win… [But] he 
cares beyond winning, he wants them to 
be good young men. Go on to four-year 
schools”

It isn’t just the recruiting and training 
that makes a great team. Kristi under-
stands–it’s looking out for these athletes’ 
health and future. When a player got his 
teeth knocked out, Kristi drove them back 
to their home. When a player’s parents 
were no longer around, Kristi invited them 
to spend Christmas with her family. Years 
after the athletes left the team, she and the 
coach would be invited to weddings. 

When Kristi had kids, it was harder for 
her to be involved with the team. But now 
that they’re older, she brings them with her 
to games. 

“The girls are super loud. Now they 
see me, their mom, being super loud and 
yelling. Just like James, James is very ani-
mated..We just love going out there and 
supporting him and the players. And even 
though we’re not a coach, we like, get 
stressed out, we’ll have to go walk and 
stand upstairs if it’s getting too close”

Kristi and James wanted the court to be 
a place for their daughters to grow up.

“That gym is a second home to our 
girls. They walk in like they own the place. 
They go in and go to the vending machines 
and get stuff and go over to Dad’s office 
and they go and high-five all the guys and 
after every single game, they’ll run down 
and give their dad a big hug.”

Kristi describes how Coach 
Giacomazzi’s energy inspires her.

“He’s very passionate about what he 
does. And that’s what I love about it. It’s 
not like, you know, a job where he has to 
get up and go to a corporate office and sit 
at a desk with a suit and tie…He loves his 
kids, like his players…he’s invested in them 
wholly, not just as athletes, but as men”   
Kristi said.

She continued, “He’s probably the only 
person I know that doesn’t feel like he’s 
going to work when he’s going to work, 
because he loves it so much.”

While she of course goes to games to 
support her family, Kristi loves watching 
the Hawks play. She enjoys the games 
where the Hawks win by 20 or more, but 
she finds games with our rival teams like 
San Francisco to be the most interesting.

“I want our guys to freakin destroy San 
Francisco. So you get in there and you’re 
super pumped up, and then [the game] 
goes back and forth and it gets stressful” 
Kristi said.

She continued, “I might be biased 
but I think that those games against San 
Francisco show what a phenomenal coach 
my husband is because San Francisco has a 
loaded roster and it’s totally not equal but 
we were, especially that first game against 
them, were up three-fourths of the game.”

As the Hawks prepare for their state 
games, Kristi gives this message to the 
team,

“They have what it takes to win. It’s up 
to them, and they can make it happen, 
And we’re gonna be there to support them 
along the journey. Go Hawks!

Keeping it steady from the sideline: The Hawks’ No.1 fan

The Hawks’ abrupt end leaves fans thirsty for more

 Image courtesy of  Kristi Giacomazzi
 Kristi Giacomazzi is second to left. To her right is her 12-year old daughter Addison and at the 
far  right is her 9-year old daughter Devyn.

 Image courtesy of Alan Lewis 
 Dathan Satchell No.4 led the team in 3-pointers 
with 79 throughout the season. 
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