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Chancellor Oakley announces changes to community colleges
Sophia Sipe
@SOPHIASIPE

On Tuesday, Dec. 7 Community College 
Chancellor Eloy Oakley took to Zoom 

to host an online media teleconference to 
shed light on upcoming legislation concern-
ing two-year educational institutions across 
the country.

Upon opening the conference, Oakley 
began by discussing his involvement in the 
Build Back Better Agenda after working with 
the Biden Administration for the months fol-
lowing July 2020. According to The White 
House’s official website, in October 2021, 
the presidential administration announced 
their framework to “rebuild the backbone of 
the country.” This piece of legislation aims 
to provide aid to middle class workers and 
students, grow the economy and even curb 
climate change. While the bill targets several 
problems, “A big part of that was for higher 
education,” stated Oakley. In fiscal terms, 
Biden initially allocated about $45.5 billion 
of a $3.5 trillion bill to educational systems, 
specifically for community colleges and simi-
lar institutions. 

After the bill was sent to the Senate, it 
was cut back to $1.75 trillion which in turn 
will decrease the amount of funds colleges 
may receive if passed. Oakley also informed 
his viewers that as a result of the budget cut, 
America’s College Promise Proposal which 
would’ve given students two free years of 
community college, was eliminated. Despite 
being unable to pass this proposal, Oakley 
said that “It is not out of the administration’s 
plan for the future.”

While presenting a plethora of propos-
als in the Build Back Better Reform, Oakley 
reported that Pell Grants may be increased 
and opened to DACA recipients or undocu-
mented students with deferred action for 
childhood arrival. As the bill is deliberated 
among the Senate, administration continues 
to push for grants to be opened to students 
with DACA statuses. He also mentioned that 
over the last six months, efforts to change the 
Cal Grant system have worked. Now there are 
no longer age restrictions for students apply-
ing for Cal Grant Entitlement Awards and stu-
dents have until Sept. 2, rather than March, 
to submit their California dream application.

With current bills in place such as AB 705, 

which prohibits the delaying of many first 
generation and low-income students’ educa-
tion and more accessibility to college grants, 
Oakley hopes that more students will be able 
to easily succeed.

As Oakley closes out his presentation, he 
briefly brings up an ongoing problem that 
the pandemic has brought on— a significant 
decrease in enrollment. He encourages stu-
dents to spread the word and to reach out to 
students to re-enroll in college courses. With 
potential changes and more financial aid, the 
future for many is bright and success isn’t 
out of reach.

Image Courtesy of Chancelor Oakley 

By Josh Jones
@JONES_JOSH5

We are coming up on almost two years 
since the COVID-19 shutdown that 

forced Las Positas College and the rest of 
schools around the world to shut down in 
person classes and shift to online learning. 
The Financial standing of LPC is something 
to keep an eye on as we begin the steady shift 
back to in person classes.

LPC has lost a significant amount of money 
as the pandemic has carried on over the past 
couple years. This is mainly due to the lack of 
in person students and staff which naturally 
bring in revenue to the school in various ways 
while on campus. 

A steady decline in enrollment has occurred 
and current Vice President of Administrative 
Services Anette Raichbart weighed in on 
how it is unfolding. “We have seen a decline 
in enrollment over the last two years, so last 

year we saw a decline of about 10% from the 
previous year, and this year we have seen an 
additional 10%, for a total of 20% of declining 
enrollment.” 

The overall outcome of enrollment rates 
declining may turn out costly but there is 
hope. “If our enrollment continues to decline 
and all of our students do not choose to come 
to school here or maybe choose to not go to 
school at all, that is really what we are seeing 
because not only is the pattern of enrollment 
declining at our school but we see it state-
wide as well as nationwide. If we don't see 
those numbers pick up then we will need 
to look at reducing the amount of potential 
staff down the road but we are not seeing 
that as of yet, right now we are going through 
the aftermath of a pandemic and we can 
not make those decisions during this time 
because it is different.” 

Despite the potential of these conse-
quences there was a clear message delivered 
that no one is being laid off and students are 
expected to return throughout the next year. 
Part of the hope that is instilled is due to the 
Hold Harmless State which allows the school 
to continue to receive funding by the state 
based on the 2017-18 enrollment. “We are 
very fortunate to be under a Hold Harmless 
State in which we will remain in until 2024-
25 at which point the student center funding 
formula will take place which is directly tied 
to our enrollment.” 

The school has lost a total of about $4 
million of the total budget. Despite this loss 
there is a strong sense of hope for the upcom-
ing years.

LPC holds strong financially throughout lengthy pandemic

  Image Courtesy of Shutterstock.com
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LPC men’s soccer team comes up short for playoffs 

Taylour Sparkman
T_SPARKMAN_330

The #15 state-ranked team Las Positas 
Hawks entered their Oct. 22 away game 
against the Evergreen Valley Hawks. 
Evergreen Valley struck first in the 25th 
minute. This was the first of four goals 
to be scored within nine minutes of each 
other, including a natural hat-trick for 
Evergreen’s Mario Garcia. This pretty 
much cemented the game as LPC wasn’t 
able to breakthrough at all in the sec-
ond period either. Evergreen would add 
another goal to make it a 5-0 final score 
and marked the third time LPC would 
be shutout by an opponent. Despite the 
loss, LPC remained in third place in the 
Coast Conference North Division, behind 
Evergreen and Foothill College. The group 
would have to try their best to reset, as 
they continued their three game road trip 
and faced De Anza College next.

The Tuesday, Oct. 26, division and con-
ference matchup against De Anza began 
much better for LPC, as forwards Adolfo 
Trujillo and Saul Gutierrez both scored 
and assisted on each other’s goal in the 
first period. Trujillo’s goal came at the 13th 
minute and Gutierrez’s goal at the 19th 
minute. The Hawks were able to hold off 

De Anza for the rest of the first period but 
gave one up six minutes into the second. 
LPC held a 2-1 lead for the next half hour 
before the opposing team tied the game 
up. Hawks goalie Garrett Aslup stood fair-
ly tall as he finished the game with eight 
saves on 10 shots. Neither team prevailed 
in this one as they would keep it a 2-2 game 
and draw. 

“We took a step forward today and 
earned a result on the road against a 
very good team,’’ said coach Andy Cumbo 
to LPC Athletics. Despite a respectable 
10-4-3 overall record, LPC being 3-3-2 in 
conference games leaves Cumbo wanting 
more, “we are still making progress and we 
still have room to improve as we look to 
close out this final third of the year.”

The Hawks looked to improve the fol-
lowing Friday on Oct. 29, against West 
Valley College in the final stop of their 
three game road trip. West Valley Vikings 
midfielder Christian Vallin scored the 
first goal of the game 24 minutes in. The 
Vikings would gain a temporary 2-0 lead 
nine minutes later due to an own-goal by 
Las Positas. LPC’s captain, Adolfo Trujillo, 
cut the lead in half another nine minutes 
later to give his team a chance heading into 
the second period. 

The game remained close in the second 
half as the next goal came off of a pen-

alty kick in the final nine minutes of the 
game. Viking’s forward Salomon Kendaya 
capitalized on the opportunity to put the 
game away and finished with three points. 
Despite trailing the whole game, this is 
one that must have hurt for LPC to let slip 
away, considering how long they were in it 
despite the own goal. They would have the 
next four days to recover before facing the 
City College of San Francisco at LPC.

The Nov. 2 match between LPC and 
CCSF was the third to last game of the 
season for the Hawks, who were still try-
ing to punch their ticket to the playoffs. 
The first half was back and forth with not 
too much going on except for a few penal-
ties. There were no goals through the first 
45 minutes, but things would open up in 
the second half. Seven minutes into the 
second half, Griffin Lafleur buried one off 
an assist from Simon Fuentes to put LPC 
on the board. A feed from Trujillo would 
help Gutierrez add a second goal for LPC 
10 minutes later. Miguel Cortez stopped all 
the shots he faced and earned a solo shut-
out for the Hawks in a solid team effort. 

The Hawks wouldn’t play again until 
one week later, on Tuesday, Nov. 9, away at 
Monterey Peninsula. A game in which LPC 
won 1-0 and earned their sixth shutout 
victory of the season and second in back 
to back games. They had one final home 

game against Cabrillo College after their 
trip to Monterey.

The game against Cabrillo on Friday, 
Nov. 12, saw Seahawks forward Tanner 
Ruddy score just six minutes in, assisted 
by Eric Vasquez. The two would connect 
again for another goal 27 minutes in, to 
give their team a 2-0 lead against LPC 
heading into the second half. Both teams 
suffered some infractions in the second 
period as three different Cabrillo players 
received yellow cards. Maxene Huin would 
score for Cabrillo at the 69 minute mark 
of the second to make it 3-0. While LPC’s 
leading goal scorer couldn’t break through 
this game, Saul Gutierrez was ejected by 
the 80 minute mark after receiving a red 
card. Despite the loss, goalie Garrett Aslup 
managed to make six saves for his Hawks 
squad.

The Hawks would go on to finish their 
season 12-6-3 overall and 5-5-2 in confer-
ence games. The men’s soccer team would 
not qualify for playoffs and saw their sea-
son end. However the women’s soccer 
team did qualify for playoffs after going 
11-4-3, but did not make it beyond the 
first round, as they lost 2-1 to Folsom Lake. 
Both teams posted great season records 
and showed off some great camaraderie 
and serious skill at different points of their 
respective seasons. 

Photo By Alan Lewis

Photo By Alan LewisPhoto courtesy of LPC Athletics

Saul Gutierrez catching a pass 

Grant Lafleur blocking a shot when playing Cabrillo College Samuel Kanghere making progress downfield
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The calm before the storm: ‘Spider-Man No Way Home’
CJ Flores
@CJ_MCANFORES

In early February 2021, movie enthu-
siasts and comic book lovers would 

finally get their first look at the brand 
new Spider-Man movie. The main cast 
of the movie, a week before the title was 
to be announced, dropped fake names 
for what their upcoming movie would 
be called.

Flash forward to Feb. 24, Spider-Man’s 
official Instagram dropped the title for 
the movie, as we all know now as “Spider-
Man: No Way Home.” From that point 
forward fans of the MCU’s favorite web 
head have been eagerly waiting for the 
new movie's release.

The hype train for the new movie 
didn’t end with the movie’s title being 
released though, fans would later find 
out that actors such as Jamie Foxx, Alfred 
Molina and William Dafoe would be back 
in the new movie to reprise their iconic 
villainous roles. The film's main premise 
of there being a multi-verse in the MCU 
was finally confirmed. Every big fan of 
Spider-Man knows what was to come 
next for this movie. Fans eagerly pressed 
and conspired that the first Spider-Man, 
Tobey Maguire, will be in the film along 
with Andrew Garfield who was the sec-
ond Spider-Man. 

All of these theories boosted the inter-
net and all fans of the different spi-
der-men to come together. Everyone who 
loves Maguire’s version and people who 
love Garfield’s would eagerly wait to find 
out whether or not they would make 
an appearance. The biggest kept secret 
for the marketing of “No Way Home,” is 
Maguire and Garfield’s Spider-Man being 
in the movie.

“Spider-Man: No Way Home” had a 
trailer reveal on Nov. 16th in Sherman 

Oaks, Calif. This event was big, as many 
people waited to see if they could attend 
this trailer drop. Not only were fans in 
attendance, but other media influencers 
as well. Tom Holland, the MCU’s current 
Spider-Man was there to talk about the 
trailer. This event was bigger than any 
trailer drop for any marvel movie to date.

The world was flipped on its head 

when this trailer had dropped to the pub-
lic. The biggest things fans took notice 
of in the trailer, was seeing Molina’s 
Doctor Octopus in action along with 
Foxx’s Electro who has a new design and 
Dafoe’s Green Goblin. Seeing these three 
villains alongside Sandman who was in 
“Spider-Man 3” and The Lizard who was 
in “The Amazing Spider-Man” had con-

firmed fans will see all three Spider-Man 
come together. 

Even if there hasn’t been official con-
firmation from Kevin Fiege, the presi-
dent of Marvel Studios, everyone already 
assumes that this will be the biggest 
multiverse movie to drop in theaters. 
The movie's level of anticipation rivals 
the MCU’s biggest movie “Avengers 
Endgame” that was released in 2019. 

“Spider-Man No Way Home” will be 
good for various reasons but many think 
it’s due to all generations of fans that 
admire the quick quipped hero, being 
able to come together to enjoy the film. 
Fans of all the Spider-Men have been 
waiting for an opportunity in live-action 
since “Into the Spider-Verse” came out.  
However, even the smallest chance that 
Maguire and Garfield don’t show up in 
the movie, all fans of spider-men can still 
enjoy the classic villains on screen.  

As MCU and Spider-Man fans wait 
for this movie to release, their anticipa-
tion grows stronger everyday. TikTok is 
filled with people talking about what the 
movie will hold and Instagram as well. 
“Spider-Man No Way Home” will most 
likely have the biggest opening weekend 
for any Spider-Man film to be released, 
with it expected to produce close to 200 
million dollars in the U.S. alone. Which 
means if you haven't gotten your tick-
ets for the new movie yet, make sure 
to swing by a theatre near you. When 
Dec.16 hits us, the world will finally find 
out what “Spider-Man No Way Home” 
has to offer for us fans! 

Image Courtesy of Sony Pictures
Jacob Batalon (Left), Zendaya (Middle), Tom Holland (Right) 

Image Courtesy of Sony Pictures 
A picture of Spider-Man and Dr. Strange from the movie
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Caption

Spider-man hits home in ‘No Way Home’

CJ Flores
@CJ_MCANFORES

Cold air pressing through 
the sky in the winter 

nights. Waiting outside, hands 
pressed together rubbing just 
to get warmth. Many months 
of people waiting for this very 
moment. On Dec 16th. “No Way 
Home” the new Spider-Man film 
debuted and cultivated itself as a 
true ending and well written love 
letter to all fans of Spider-Man. 

Spider-Man “No Way Home” 
as expected hit every note and 
every chord for fans of the crawl-
ing arachnid but no one antici-
pated it to web everything that 
makes the character in the com-
ics shine in this movie. Major 
spoilers ahead for people who 
have yet to see the best Spider-
Man film to date.

The first act opens immedi-
ately as “Far From Home” left 
off as Peter Parker’s identity as 
Spider-Man is revealed to the 
world thanks to Mysterio. As 
the film picks up we as an audi-
ence feel the anxiety Peter now 
has due to this sudden reveal. 
He swings to his house with 
MJ and talks with Happy and 
May, which might be the most 
awkward interaction that every 
teenager has had before they 
find out what is going on. 

The film progresses as we see 
everyone involved with Peter is 
in custody for the framed murder 
of Mysterio. Our first attribute 
that was done well in the film 
was introducing Matt Murdok 
portrayed by Charlie Cox. The 
scene clearly tells Peter, Murdok 
isn’t an ordinary lawyer as he 
catches a brick thrown through 
Peter’s window. This scene set up 
a future that many fans craved for 
Cox’s Daredevil and to that thank 
you “No Way Home”.

Murdok leaves Peter with 
words that clearly state this 
film’s main plot; his legal trou-
bles may be over; however, his 
life will continue to get worse. 
With everyone knowing Peter’s 
identity and MJ along with Ned’s 
involvement their lives also get 

worse. Spider-Man is known for 
the struggle of living two lives as 
said by Strange later in the film. 
“No Way Home” took this from 
the comics and turned it into a 
beautiful lesson for why Peter 
can never just have a normal life. 
He is still trying to be Peter, but 
the world knows him as Spider-
Man.

A big reason this film deliv-
ers a heartwarming fan service 
of the character to the audience 
is because of the struggle Peter 
faced of being selfish and not 
being Spider-Man. Peter obvi-
ously turns to Strange and botch-
es the spell leading to the open-
ing of the multiverse. The really 
important part of the first act of 
the film is when Peter discov-
ers all the villains he brought to 
his universe die fighting their 
Spider-Man. May tells Peter it’s 
his responsibility to help them 
instead of saying it’s not his prob-
lem just so he can be normal with 
his friends. 

Constantly May drives Peter 
to remember his duty as Spider-
Man is to help and give everyone 
a chance. He eventually fights  
Dr. Strange who plans to send 

the villains home to die because 
of May’s words. Add one more 
amazing thing this film did flaw-
lessly, making us the audience 
feel Peter’s internal struggle of 
happiness and doing what’s right. 
He takes the villains to Happy’s 
apartment to cure them of their 
powers for them to be sent home 
so they can avoid death. While 
doing this Peter is betrayed by 
the villains causing Green Goblin 
to kill May.

That moment right there. 
The death of May Parker. The 
most important part for any prior 
MCU Spider-Man film. May 
dying breaks Peter and shatters 
his moral code. It shatters his 
life, and his life as Spider-Man. 
In a tear-jerking scene as Peter 
cries on May as she gives him 
the famous “with great power 
comes, great responsibility”, we 
feel Peter loses one more thing 
to him. A piece of the puzzle that 
could never be found. He lost 
Aunt May because he chose to 
do what was right. Realizing even 
when you make the right deci-
sion, consequences still follow. 
The loss of May only adds to why 
this film is the best Spider-Man 

film. 
Enter the Spider-Verse is the 

next act of the film. This is what 
fans had been leaning on for so 
long. We see Tobey Maguire’s 
Spider-Man. He’s much older and 
wiser. Andrew Garfield’s Spider-
Man picks up a bit after his 
last movie with him still bat-
tling Gwen’s death. Not only did 
the introduction send chills and 
screams in my theater, it also 
made the wait for the best team 
up in live action intriguing.

Both Spider-Men come 
together and help Peter 1 (as 
referred to in the movie) cope 
with the loss of May and why 
her teachings make Spider-Man 
who he is:  A hero who fights for 
everyone else and does what’s 
right. They all eventually fight 
the five villains into the most 
epic third act battle ever. “No 
Way Home” really captivated the 
chemistry and whimsical quirks 
each Spider-Man has. A reason 
why I never felt this movie was 
bad for having too many char-
acters was because they built the 
chemistry so well. Each Spider-
Man had great chemistry together 
and with the villains. Bigger was 

indeed better for this movie.
The last part as to “No Way 

Home’s” success is because of 
the last battle scene. MCU’s Peter 
fights goblins, and with every 
blow Peter lands, you feel his 
sadness and rage. His fist feels 
heavier and heavier as he wants 
revenge for May dying. Peter 
is then stopped by Maguire’s 
Spider-Man giving him the sign 
to let go of his anger. This small 
interaction between Goblin and 
Holland’s Spider-Man with 
Maguire’s Spider-Man shows us 
what growth in a hero looks like. 
It writes a fan service of Maguire 
being the mentor and Holland 
finally accepting his responsi-
bility and moral value of being 
Spider-Man.

The film’s ending writes a per-
fect ending but a beautiful new 
start for Holland’s Peter Parker. 
When Strange does the final 
spell to make everyone forget 
Peter, which includes Ned and 
MJ, Peter goes to MJ’s work to 
make them remember. However, 
after seeing how much their lives 
change, Peter lets them be. This 
scene makes us see that Peter 
wants to protect his friends by 
making sure they can’t be hurt 
by him again. He sacrifices his 
relationship with MJ for her safe-
ty, A classic comic Spider-Man 
move all fans have seen before. 
This last part creates a big matu-
rity spike for what is to come for 
Holland’s Spider-Man.

“No Way Home” has man-
aged to exceed every critic and 
fan’s expectation and satisfaction 
meter. The film will no doubt 
go down as the best Spidey film 
ever. It makes you reevaluate 
who Spider-Man is and why peo-
ple love him. The film did what 
other Spider-Man films lacked 
for fans: Spider-Man not having 
a happy ending. It also shows 
us what being Spider-Man looks 
and feels like. Spider-Man has 
come a long way since his first 
appearance in “Civil War”, but 
it’s clear to see that this ending 
is a true curtain call for this 
era of our friendly neighborhood 
Spider-Man. 

CJ Flores/The Express
Edwing Miranda (left),Cj Flores (middle), Fredy Quinteros ( right)




