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@SOPHIASIPE

As families gather to celebrate 
turkeys and the mayflower, 

Alcatraz Island is stepping out of 
the box to honor the many indig-
enous people of America who 
were historically burned by the 
holiday.

In comparison to a standard 
Alcatraz Island tour, these sails 
are meant to commemorate the 
1969-1971 occupation of "The 
Rock" by Indians of All Tribes, 
an activist group led by Richard 
Oakes who fought for more land 
in order to preserve their culture. 
The event serves as a reminder 
to remember the 89 men, women 
and children who joined forces 
to take over the island after sev-
eral failed attempts to make their 
voices heard. Now, decades later, 
phrases spray painted across the 
Island such as "Red Power" and 
"United Indian History" remain 
embedded in the history of the 19 
mo. long seize.

After sailing through the San 
Francisco Bay and arriving at 
the island, protesters released a 
statement of intent to claim the 
land by "right of discovery". To 
emphasize their proclamation, 
they also sarcastically offered to 
purchase Alcatraz for 24 dollars 
in glass beads and red cloth, "a 
precedent set by the white man's 
purchase of a similar island about 
300 years ago.” In light of the lack 
of freshwater and poor living con-
ditions, Native Americans admit-

ted they were indifferent given 
most Indian Reservations at the 
time were also badly managed by 
the Federal Government.

Soon enough, hundreds of col-
lege students following the pro-
tests fled their homes to offer 
their support and to help the 
protest, while others simply sent 
supplies as needed to the island. 
In response, the Nixon adminis-
tration sent numerous officials to 
dispute potential terms of agree-
ments, but there was little-to-no 
payoff.

Though as numbers of sup-
porters began to climb, leadership 
became difficult. On top of more 

people, came more accidents, one 
of which involved leader Richard 
Oakes' daughter who passed sud-
denly after falling off of a stair-
well. At once, Oakes left Alcatraz 
and eventually power was cut to 
the island, forcing most activists 
out.

In July of 1970, as the last of 
the protesters stood their ground, 
President Nixon stated that "The 
time has come…for a new era 
in which the Indian future is 
determined by Indian acts and 
Indian decisions.” In months to 
come, Nixon's speech propelled 
the U.S. government into a series 
of changes regarding the Indian 

population, including giving mil-
lions of acres of land back and 
passing over 50 new pieces of 
legislation in relation to tribes all 
across America.

The special indigenous sail will 
take place on Nov. 20 beginning 
at 4 a.m. throughout 6 a.m. with 
ticketed purchase of 15 dollars. 
Covid restrictions will be imple-
mented regardless of vaccination 
status, and all guests are expected 
to be safe and wear a mask. For 
more information along with the 
schedule of departure times from 
pier 33, visit the official Alcatraz 
city cruise’s website.

1969 Alcatraz takeover celebrated

Image courtesy of stockfreeimages
Present day photo of Alcatraz Island
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Vaccine mandate in effect for spring semester
Josh Jones
@JONES_JOSH5

Las Positas College has passed a vac-
cination mandate for all students and 

staff planning to attend in-person classes 
for the Spring 2022 semester. 

The mandate itself requires all stu-
dents that intend on attending in-person 
classes this coming spring semester, to be 
vaccinated or have a vaccination exemp-
tion request approved. Class-Web will not 
allow students to register for in person 
classes until they are approved. 

Students that choose not to get vacci-
nated will still have online options for the 
majority of classes. There still are some 
classes that do not have online options for 
those who plan on or have to stay at home. 

With this being a new mandate there 
is also a new process about doing things. 
Students have been sent a link on their 
student email that allows them to get their 
vaccine status approved. 

The main option is to submit a photo 
of an official vaccine card along with the 
dates to Cleared4. This is a service that 
keeps track of your vaccination status that 
is linked with the college. This process 
takes a few minutes and in turn, will take 
up to 48 hours to get approved. 

There are also options such as linking 
your medical records through the phar-
macy or in -person site that you were 
vaccinated at. You may also refer to a let-
ter sent out by LPC Student Government 
President, Kyle Johnson which is featured 
in this article on lpcexpressnews.com. 

There are many important things to 
be aware of before coming to campus this 
spring. There are also many questions 
in regards to how life will be on and off 
campus. 

 In terms of life on campus in the 
spring, there will be some adjustments 
that take some getting used to. Masks will 
be required at all times while on campus 
whether inside or outside. Students are 
urged to stay home if feeling sick and are 
also encouraged to avoid large gatherings 
throughout campus. 

 The safety on campus is an impor-
tant factor according to Megan Jones, a 
current student at Las Positas, “It is impor-
tant to keep people safe and ensure that 
everyone feels comfortable going back to 
in person classes.” This seems to be the 
collective response from a large number of 
students that are heading into the spring 
2022 semester. “For the most part we all 
know how difficult the past year has been 
and transitioning from all online classes to 
in person may be a similar challenge.”

 The overall mindset seems to be 
in support of the staff and professors. Jones 
said, “Knowing that most of our teachers 
really just want to see us succeed is a good 
thing to keep in mind when attending in 
person classes again.” 

As far as the ramifications of this man-
date, time will tell if there is a large impact 
on the overall enrollment numbers as well 
the admission rates. Classes are still fill-
ing up quickly however, as registration is 
underway. Image Courtesy of CJ Flores

Vaccine being drawn from the container. 

Image Courtesy of CJ Flores
Vaccine being drawn from the container by the nurse. 

Image Courtesy of CJ Flores
Patient being given the vaccine shot. 

Image Courtesy of CJ Flores
Vaccine site at Las Positas College.
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By Taylour Sparkman  
@T_SPARKMAN_330

The CCCAA Men’s and 
Women’s Water Polo State 
Championship tournament was 
held at Las Positas College from 
Friday, Nov. 19 to Saturday, Nov. 
20. Stands were full with family 
and friends in support of those 
competing, as well as a few 
cameras by boasn.tv to capture 
the games for online watching. 
The top four men’s teams in the 
state competed over the week-
end, beginning with a 10:30 a.m. 
matchup on Friday between #1 
ranked (South) Golden West 
College (26-2) and #2 ranked 
(North) Diablo Valley College 
(17-4). The GWC Rustlers put 
on an absolute clinic, beating 
the DVC Vikings 21-5 in order 
to advance to the finals match. 

Later that afternoon, the 
#1 ranked (North) West 
Valley College (16-3) faced off 
against the #2 ranked (South) 
Saddleback College (28-7) for 
the final spot in the men’s finals 
match. In what was one of the 
closer matches during the tour-
nament, the West Valley Vikings 
defeated the Saddleback Bobcats 
12-9. West Valley would go on 
to face Golden West in the final 
on Saturday.

Saturday began with an early 
morning match for third place 
between #2 ranked (South) 
Saddleback and #2 ranked 
(North) DVC. The Bobcats 
scored double what DVC was 
able to in the first quarter, giv-
ing them an 8-4 advantage that 
helped them maintain a lead 
through most of the game. The 
high scoring affair resulted in 
a 21-15 victory for Saddleback 
and secured third place.

The men’s championship 
game was held at 12:30 p.m. 
later that day, as the #1 ranked 
(South) Golden West went head-
to-head with #1 ranked (North) 
West Valley. The Golden West 
Rustlers gained a strong lead 
after putting up six goals in the 

opening frame, including three 
from GWC leading scorer Felipe 
Ferreira. West Valley continued 
to fight back in the next two 
periods, but it wasn’t enough as 
Ferreira would score twice more. 
Reilly Pfeiffer scored his second 
goal to help GWC regain a 10-8 
lead. The Rustlers struck early in 
the final period for a 12-8 lead, 
with goals from Konstantinos 
Koulouris and Pfeiffer. West 
Valley’s Gojko Kapovic and 
Togan Ozbek added two more 
and gave the Vikings hope, as 
they trailed 12-10 with 1:30 left, 
but the Rustlers held them off 
for its fifth-straight CCCAA 
state championship. Ferreira 
finished with a game-high six 
goals to lead GWC’s scorers. 
This championship marks the 
30th overall in Rustlers history, 
which is the most champion-
ships of any program in any 
CCCAA sport.

The top four women’s 
teams in the state competed 
over the weekend, beginning 

with a matchup between #1 
ranked (South) Santa Barbara 
Community College (30-6) 
over #2 ranked (North) San 
Joaquin Delta College (23-5). 
The SBCC Vaqueros beat the 
SJDC Mustangs 8-6, advancing 
to the championship game. The 
#1 ranked (North) West Valley 
College (31-2) faced the defend-
ing 2020 champs #2 ranked 
(South) Fullerton College (28-
8) and beat them 14-11 in a 
high-scoring affair, punching 
their ticket for Saturday’s game 
against SBCC. 

The Fullerton Hornets and 
SJDC Mustangs would compete 
for third place at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday. The Hornets secured 
third place by outsourcing the 
Mustangs 13-9 in a tough and 
entertaining game. The final 
match of the tournament saw 
the West Valley Vikings and the 
Santa Barbara Vaqueros battle 
it out after a 2 p.m. start time. 
West Valley gave themselves 
some early breathing room as 

they put up three goals in the 
first five minutes. Santa Barbara 
only managed to get one goal in 
the first period, but the Vaqueros 
outscored the Vikings 2-1 in the 
second period, cutting the lead 
to 4-3 by halftime. Both teams 
would go on to hit many posts, 
as well as score one goal each 
in both of the final two periods. 
Charlize Winter (SBCC) scored 
the equalizer at the 6:51 mark 
of the final frame, but the state 
scoring leader Johanna Scheer 
(WVC), scored the game win-
ning goal just over a minute 
later.

The West Valley Vikings 
secured their first-ever CCCAA 
Women’s Water Polo State 
Championship with a final score 
of 6-5. This is the second time 
ever that a NorCal team has 
secured the title since Sierra in 
2018. The victory also marks the 
first time a female coach, Erika 
Vargas, has ever led a team to 
the title.

LPC hosts 2021 CCCAA Water Polo Championship

Image Courtesy of David Sanborn/CCCAA 
West Valley goalkeeper Grace Smith blocking a shot from an SBCC forward in the 2021 CCCAA Women’s Wa-

ter Polo Championship game held at Las Positas College on Saturday, Nov. 19. West Valley College went on to 

win their first-ever women’s water polo title.

All-tournament men’s teams All-tournament women’s teams

MVP: Konstantinos Koulouris (Golden West)

Golden West: Felipe Ferreira, Garrett Henderson

West Valley: Kai Seedl, Nikola Nikolic

Saddleback: Dylan Gallegos

Diablo Valley: Donovan Chang

MVP: Grace Smith (West Valley)

West Valley: Kianna Melvin, Johanna Scheer

Santa Barbara: Megan Ditlof, Eden Tal

Fullerton: Charley Johnson

San Joaquin Delta: Camryn O’Neil



By Gibran Beydoun
@GIBRAN580MSCM

The hiatus for the Las Positas College women’s bas-
ketball team will extend a second season. Athletic 

director James Giacomazzi confirmed that while most 
sports are returning to action, the 2021-22 season has 
been canceled for women’s basketball due to the retire-
ment of coach Clarence Morgan.

Morgan finished with a 74-137 record over eight sea-
sons, according to the California Community College 
Athletic Association records. They won just over a fifth 
of their conference games (21-73). They never qualified 
for the playoffs under Morgan.

“We’ll begin a search soon for the new head coach 
and try to have this person hired in the spring,” said 
Giacomazzi, who also confirmed the cancellation of the 
women’s volleyball season.

The COVID-19 pandemic took away the 2020-21 
season for all California community college sports. A 
second season out of action gives the Hawks women’s 
basketball program a much-needed chance to retool as 
it hasn’t come close to winning half of its games in a 
season since 2015-16.

The women’s basketball program at Las Positas is 
fairly new and their best days were years ago.

The Hawks debuted in 2006-07, finishing 20-11 
overall and going 6-4 in Coast Conference North play. 
They were led by Donisha Tate, a 5-foot-11-inch for-
ward who was one of the top rebounders in California 

and made third-team All-State. The Hawks made the 
playoffs in their inaugural season as a No. 12 seed but 
were knocked out in the first round losing 81-56 to the 
fifth-seeded Siskiyous. 

The following year, their 18-13 overall record land-
ed them a No. 16 seed in the regional bracket, largely 
because of a 3-7 record in conference play. After knock-
ing off No. 17 Ohlone 71-68, Las Positas was blown out 
by the No. 1 seed in the next round, as Foothill beat 
them 85-56. Tate was named to third-team All-State 
that year.

After two seasons in existence, the Hawks women’s 
hoops program had 38 regular season wins, two trips to 
the postseason and one tournament victory. 

The program was looking up, but over the next four 
years it bottomed out, posting a combined record of 
21-80 during that span and winning more than five 
games in a season just once. 

The losing seasons included four where they were 
winless in conference games. At one point, Las Positas 
lost 41 straight conference games.

Morgan was hired in 2012. His takeover of the pro-
gram coincided with the sophomore season of Carlie 
Bonderer, who led the state in scoring at 24.4 points 
per game to go with 11.4 rebounds per game. 

Las Positas was once again competitive as they split 
their 12 conference games and finished 15-11 overall. 
Bonderer was named second-team All-State.

The next season, though, the Hawks closed the 
season by going 1-11 in conference play, finishing 8-19 
overall. The program never got back on its feet. After 
the promising 2012-13 season, the team’s best overall 
record since was 13-15 in 2015-16. 
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Women’s basketball season canceled

By Gibran Beydoun
@GIBRAN580MSCM

The Hawks men’s basketball team haven’t been 
on the court since the 2019-20 season, where 

they had a 20-9 record. The team has returned 
and they opened this season with an impressive 
start of 4-1 start. 

During the spring semester of 2021, the team’s 
coaches and players were outside for condition-
ing because of the cancellation of the 2020-21 
season. There was uncertainty if they would have 
indoor sports this fall season until recently.

Athletic director and basketball coach James 
Giacomazzi said, “Coaches feel great, kids feel 
great getting back out there competing and play-
ing.” Giacomazzi said that the team’s chemistry is 
good and has been very positive.

Giacomazzi is the head coach of the men’s 
basketball team and director of the Athletics 
department here at Las Positas College. He has 
served  as head coach since 2015 and the director 
since 2020. 

While the numbers for COVID have been 
unstable around the Bay Area given basketball is 
an indoor and close-contact sport, there is a vac-
cine mandate for coaches and players. Though 
our men’s basketball team is fully vaccinated, they 
still wear masks during practice, while weight 
training and as they travel.  

In the opening game of the season against 
Butte College Roadrunners, the Hawks lost in 
overtime 103-100. The team was led by Brandon 
Fisher, who scored 32 points, 13 rebounds, 1 
assist and 2 steals.

After the game, Giacomazzi told his team, 
“You can play well, but if certain teams make one 

more play than you, then you can open yourself 
up to getting beat.” 

He said they looked at the things that need 
improvement from that day onward and it has 
helped in the following games.

The Hawks almost closed out the opener with 
12 seconds left in the second half with a 4-point 
lead of 90-86. However, Butte found a way to tie 
the game at 90 before the end of regulation. 

The team is still figuring things out and they’re 
working on improvements. 

Since their loss to the Butte Roadrunners, the 
Hawks have been on a 3-game winning streak 
as of late, defeating Sacramento City, Siskiyous 
and Modesto. Several players, both starters and 
reserves, have stepped up in leading the team in 
game stats. 

Their latest victory against the Pirates of  
Modesto Junior College was another big victory 
for the Hawks with a final score of 89-54. Three 
of their reserve players stepped up and combined 
for a total of 49 points, 22 from Jordahn Johnson, 
14 from Domonick Victor and 13 from Isaiah 
Victor. 

According to Giacomazzi, the expectations 
going into the game was to play better basketball 
to which he said they did well for the most part. 
He felt the team won by their depth.

“We started off a little rocky,” Giacomazzi says. 
“We missed a lot of shots we would normally 

make. We were a little complacent on the defen-
sive end, which is what we’ve been working on.” 

On Saturday, the Hawks hosted the 
Thunderbirds of Merritt College and had their 
fourth victory of the season with a final score of 
77-56. On the 19th, the Hawks will hit the road to 
take on the Storm of Napa Valley College.

Image Courtesy of LPC athletics
Former head coach Clarence Morgan

Men’s basketball season opens strong

Image Courtesy of Alan Lewis
Guard Jorren Edmonds dunks the ball on Sac City College.

Head coach  Clarence Morgan retires after eight 
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A magical night in the LPC theater
By Sophia Sipe
@SOPHIASIPE

As Las Positas’ Campus transitions into on-campus 
classes and events, the Theater Department returns 

to perform consistent live shows during play season, 
beginning with their fall production of “Peter and The 
Starcatcher,” which follows the narrative of Peter Pan and 
his life prior to becoming the boy who never grows up.

The play, originally written by Rick Elice, is based on 
the book from authors Dave Berry and Ridley Pearson. 
The story focuses on Peter Pan's origin story and how he 
came to be a resident of Neverland island. This rendition, 
directed by Titian Lish, Theater Arts Department and 
Actors Conservatory Coordinator and Director for LPC 
Theater Arts, claims to be an exploration of "the depths of 
greed and despair," along with a portrayal of "friendship, 
duty and love" according to its playbill.

Among the audience were proud parents and fel-
low college students met by anticipation as they walked 
through the doors of the main building and grabbed their 
seats. Despite the prohibition of food and drinks, many 
carry bags of treats, ready to watch the performance like 
children in a movie theater. As directors of the theater 
team scold friends and family for smuggling snacks in, 
cast members prepare backstage for a magical night. Soon 
enough, the red curtains crawled open and the music grew 
louder and louder.

After four pirates sung their opening tunes and showed 
the emergency exits, the lights above dimmed and the 
play began. The stage showcased two ships, both made 
with the slickest attention to detail. From weathered 
wood to stitched wind sails and knotted ropes, the set was 
resourceful and appropriate for a lost at sea plot. In similar 
nautical fashion, the lighting consisted of mossy greens, 
deep water blues and gold nugget yellows to match the 
setting.

Once the actors and actresses jumped out onto the 
ships, all heads turned to their costumes. Designed by 
Jennifer Gough, her vision was clearly every woman's 
Jack Sparrow fantasy: Bunches of loose canvas fabric and 
brown fitted vests flooded the stage to bring the story to 
life. Everyone felt like they belonged together, and most 
importantly, were from the same book. As far as the 
makeup, some lower-class peasants were brushed with 
dirt while wealthier characters had royal coats and clean 
faces. While unfortunately the makeup doesn’t evolve as 

the play continues, all-in-all the physical aspects of the 
play were cohesive and well-done.

After watching the whole thing, it’s clear that Peter Pan 
and the Starcatcher was a refreshing take on a classic tale 
that we all know and love. With pop-culture references to 
the Titanic, Starbucks and cell phones, along with strong 
suggestive language about immigration politics, this play 
is bound to engage a wide variety of people. The theme 
displayed real-world problems such as class division and 
wealth gaps, making it relevant today despite being based 
in the Victorian era. Not to mention the greed of the 
antagonist Black Stache who chases riches throughout 
the play even though he's already wealthy, which reflects 
present-day conflict with materialism and power con-
sumption. Supporting characters in the production such 
as Prentiss and Ted played by Lysander Sahagun and Colin 

FitzMaurice portray the importance of support, while ele-
ments of innocent romance between the main stars Molly 
Aster and Peter, played by Marissa Ferreira and Matthew 
Bessiere offer more dimension to the plot.

To get into specifics, while some acting seemed forced, 
the overall performance was solid thanks to a couple 
of standout cast members. Mrs. Bumbrake, played by 
Stephanie Ann Foster, was vivid and made the story 
memorable. Likewise, Ferreira's character captured the 
essence of a 13 year old naive kid. When it comes to the 
music, each song is exciting or moving and this is coming 
from someone who doesn't put musicals at the top of their 
selection of genres. The crew is given two thumbs up and 
a thank you for not wasting my Saturday night! Until the 
next production, "Ta ta for now.”

Image courtesy of Aaron Burg
Mathew Bessiere as Peter Pan (left) and Jonathan Weiss (right) pictured in action.

Image courtesy of Aaron Burg
Jonathan Weiss as Grempkin (left), Logan Schluntz (middle), James Perry (right).

Image courtesy of Aaron Burg
Xander Struckman as Mack reading an upside down novel on a pirate ship.
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 Thanksgiving is only fun for grandmas 

Don’t let the market go to waste

When I was in elementary school, 
Thanksgiving was taken far more seriously 
than it is now. For the entire week preced-
ing the holiday, my peers and I made snood 
hats, hand-crafted cards and celebrated 
the Mayflower every year. Though as I 
matured, I learned about its dark history. 
The holiday became the epicenter for stress 
among my family and brought nothing but 
disagreements, gossip and judgment. For 

many, including myself, the hype around 
the day has only declined over time.

As 2021’s turkey day creeps around 
the corner, disputes about COVID-19 and 
the ever flaming-hot political climate are 
bound to make appearances at the din-
ner table. Not to mention a new topic of 
discussion—vaccinations. With that said, 
I’m not the ideal candidate to explain 
how to handle ignorant aunts because my 
biggest tip is avoidance. For those who 
can’t escape the wrath of their opinionated 
relatives, my condolences are with you this 
season.

With all of that on our plate, let’s not 
forget about the highlight of the cursed 
Thursday— food. While peach cobbler and 
turkey are specialized traditions, it could 
be said that they’re not as favored as they 
once were. In fact, as few gather in compli-
ance with pandemic restrictions, turkey 
sales for large birds have declined and the 

need for more turkeys has lowered. To that 
I say, is this a surprise? I can’t recall a time 
that I genuinely enjoyed a plate of dry bird 
breast. Regardless, it seems that mostly 
everyone but boomers have caught up to 
the idea of skipping the holiday and reliev-
ing ourselves from the chaos.

As the decades roll on, aside from narow 
opinions and overcooked meat, even retail-
ers tend to forget about the holiday. There 
may be some cheesy decorative pillows 
here and there but for the most part as 
soon as Halloween is over shops instantly 
switch gears to Christmas. The only big 
tradition to rival Halloween and Christmas 
is the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
which poses the big question: who really is 
watching that besides our grandmothers?

Don’t think I skipped over the couples. 
You lovebirds probably spend this time 
of year meeting each other’s families and 
discovering first-hand what kind of child-

hood trauma they faced. As if that weren’t 
enough, prepare to sell yourself and answer 
inquiries about your future goals and life-
long achievements. I mean, what could 
possibly be better than that?

And for those partners who’ve sur-
passed awkward meetings and dads with 
shotguns, you’re not in the clear either. 
Research following a trend collected by 
Information is Beautiful in 2008 shows 
that relationships tend to end during the 
holiday season, so beware.

 To sum up, Thanksgiving is like the 
one stubborn stain on your shirt that never 
goes away. You can try washing it, dyeing 
the whole item a different color or even 
dousing it in perfume to make it look less 
crusty, but it will always remain. If you’re 
feeling the pressure of the world around 
you during this holiday season, remember 
that it’ll be over before you know it and at 
least then you’ll have leftovers.

Dear Editor:

The Market is a free food 
bank sponsored by Las Positas 
College. The Market is held 
on the third Tuesday of every 
month.

Volunteers, mostly from LPC 
student government with a few 
people from staff, faculty, LPC 
Foundation and the communi-
ty, sort and pack the food into 
bags for a drive-thru distribu-
tion. Several cars are lined up 
prior to the noon opening time 
to receive the groceries. This 
month the groceries included 
canned pork, canned vegetables 
and canned fruit, beans, cereal, 
milk and fresh food in the form 
of potatoes, onions, carrots and 
a cantaloupe.  The value of the 
food that each patron receives in 
November was about $90.

As the college does not ask 
for identification or other infor-
mation, it is impossible to tell 

who the people are, but most 
appear to be elderly and from the 
local community. What is miss-
ing from The Market is students. 
Very few, if any, of the patrons 
of The Market appear to be stu-
dents.

I don’t know why students 
do not patronize the Market. It 
could be that they are not on 
campus due to the pandemic, 
at work or class between the 
distribution hours of noon to 3 
(or when the food runs out) or 
another reason.

It seems that the free food 
would help someone on a limited 
budget such as a student, but it 
appears that LPC students do 
not agree.

Alan Lewis
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LPC’s Market prepares to hand out free groceries.
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