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English department introduces new dialect rule
By Renae Machuca
@RENAEEXTRA

The English Department 
recently released a new 

clause that encourages diversity 
and is more inclusive of all races 
and dialects. 

Diversity and embracing cul-
tural values are the standards and 
tribulations that our country is 
built on. Las Positas has always 
strongly encouraged that individ-
ualism and culture. 

 With being said, it only 
makes sense to erase discrimina-
tion in regards to the way some-
one speaks or writes English. 
The new clause released by the 
English Heads states:

“The Las Positas English 
Department values and celebrates 
all dialects of English. No dialect 
of English, including “Standard” 
Edited American English, is supe-
rior to another; to treat one as 
superior or “correct” perpetu-
ates structural racism. Powerful 
and original writing comes from 
authentic and diverse voices.  We 
strive to teach all students to 
communicate clearly and effec-

tively in their own voices. We also 
acknowledge the value of teach-
ing Edited American English as a 
tool for students to reach certain 
academic and career goals.”

“The English Department is 
very proud of the statement,” said 

Professor Maureen O’Herin. 
The usage of terms like “pro-

fessional english” can be con-
sidered racist and derogatory to 
those who are at less of an advan-
tage of speaking the language. By 

creating this clause, Las Positas 
is another step closer to helping 
eliminate discrimination by start-
ing small, on campus. 

Professor Steve Chiolis says 
“Instead of exhausted and harm-
ful hierarchies, we need to 

include, uphold, and celebrate 
all our Englishes. There is great 
beauty in human communication, 
and we need a great variety of 
organic and edited Englishes to 
even begin to express the com-

plexities of our ourselves and 
our experiences. I am overjoyed 
that the statement recognizes 
and affirms the power of student 
voices. As professors, we have the 
great honor of reading and learn-
ing from the thoughts and voices 

of our students.  Our understand-
ings also undergo development 
and change.  Our charge is to help 
empower and equip students on 
their unique educational journey.  
We have more work to do, but it 

is the right work.  Education is 
for human beings: programming 
is for computers.”

Another statement regarding 
this by Professor Kisha Turner 
states: “The impetus for the state-
ment was George Floyd, police 
violence, and the conversations 
about anti-Black racism specifi-
cally that led to conversations 
in the Department about English 
as a field of study and anti-
Blackness. Many of these types 
of conversations were happen-
ing across a variety of sectors in 
Summer 2020, and I was ada-
mant that English--a field born 
of Whiteness, colonialism, and 
a certain sensibility about non-
White peoples--should not be left 
out.”

The bias about “proper 
English” can be viewed as having 
negative perceptions about other 
languages and ways of speaking. 
Other schools hopefully soon 
follow in the same footsteps as 
Las Positas, and modernize their 
standards to fit and adapt with 
the ever-changing trends of the 
world. 
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By Alan Lewis
@ALANLEW89343503

Jeanne Wilson is currently 
the Dean of Special programs 
and Services at Chabot College. 
She has been on the staff of 
Chabot for over 20 years. She 
is one of the three finalists for 
the position of Vice President 
Student Services at Las Positas 
College.

Wilson participated in a 
public forum for the three final-
ists. After she gave some infor-
mation about herself she then 
answered questions that had 
been submitted in advance by 
various organizations.

Wilson has the qualifica-
tions for the position with 
her doctorate in Educational 
Leadership and her extensive 
experience at Chabot College 
working with student services 
and with minority students. 
She is credited with starting 
several services for minority stu-
dents such as the Umoja Promise 
cohort and the Black Education 
Association.

During the forum Wilson 
seemed to be trying to patron-
ize Las Positas. At one point she 
said she planned to retire from 

Las Positas. Another time, when 
it was unrelated to the question 
asked, Wilson mentioned she 
thought “You (Las Positas) has a 
beautiful website”.

Wilson did state that with a 
large turnover rate of administra-
tors it makes people think things 

are unsettled. Wilson turned her 
20 years at Chabot to a plus by 
saying she would bring stability 
to the office.

Wilson is a good speaker, she 
moved her hands a lot when 
speaking particularly to empha-
size a point.

Wilson also did not always 
answer the question asked but 
discussed related issues. A ques-
tion was asked for her vision for 
student government, she dis-
cussed more on how to get stu-
dents interested in running for 
student government. On a ques-
tion about working with unions 
she discussed more about out-
reach, talking to high schools 
about Las Positas.

On a question about how to 
function with staff shortages her 
answer was overtime. Later it 
appeared she thought more and 
then discussed that overtime 
could burn out the employees. 
She then stated that she would 
hire a great grant writer to win 
grants so more staff could be 
fired.

On a question about how to 
get the classified employees feel 
that they are participating in 
running the college. The ques-
tion was worded such that I 

got that the classified employees 
want to make sure they are heard. 
Wilson’s solution is to put a clas-
sified employee on each commit-
tee at Las Positas.

Wilson is qualified for the 
position with her education and 
experience but it did not always 

Candidate Jean Wilson makes case for VP of student services

By Alan Lewis
@ALANLEW89343503

Las Positas College is slowly 
returning to in person classes.

Kristina Whalen, Vice 
President of Academic Services, 
said “We are hopeful that the fall 
schedule we release in late April/
early May will offer options to 
students as they consider their 
health and wellness along with 
their academic progress.”

This summer most of the 
classes will be virtual, in the fall 
a mixture of in person and virtual 
classes.  The plans are subject to 
change depending on what hap-
pens with COVID-19 cases, vac-
cines and other factors.

The spring semester classes 
in Emergency Medical Services, 
Fire Science, Automotive, 
Computer Science, Engineering, 
Horticulture, Welding and 
Science classes offered in person 
instruction.

The summer semester is final-
ized.  Most classes will be vir-
tual.  The same classes offer-
ing in person instruction in the 
spring semester will be virtual or 
hybrid in the summer schedule.  
In addition some in person fitness 
classes will be offered in outdoor 
spaces, following the Alameda 

County guidelines for safe out-
door exercise.

Fall 2021 schedule is still being 
finalized as The Express goes to 
press but it is expected that in 
addition to the spring in per-

son classes, additional classes in 
Kinesiology, Theater Arts, Music, 
Journalism and Media studies, 
Photography and English as a 

Second language will be offered 
at least some classes in person. 
Class sizes will be lower so the 
classrooms are not crowded and 
at less than 50% of the room 
capacity to allow social distanc-

ing. 
General Education in person 

classes may start returning to 
campus on either Sept 20 or Oct 

15. LPC is planning on offering 
in person classes in Mathematics, 
Political Science and history as 
12 week classes starting Sept 20.  
This is to allow more time to 
allow for vaccines and to assess 

the impact of social distancing 
and masking are having on the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus.

Some fast track eight week 

classes will be offered at the start 
of the semester.  These will be 
virtual classes.  Then later in mid 
Oct it is hoped that additional 
eight week fast track classes will 
be offered as in person classes.

LPC is determining what facil-
ities’ to open such as the library, 
tutoring center, computer center 
and other areas.  LPC hopes to 
as a minimum have study space 
open for students.

Classes will be designated in 
Class Web as to Asynchronous, 
Sy n ch ro n o u s ,  B o th 
Asynchronous, Synchronous 
or Hybrid.  Definitions of those 
can be found on the LPC web-
site: http://laspositascollege.edu/
spring2021/classes.php

On April 6, Gavin Newsom, 
Governor of California 
announced that he expected the 
state to be fully reopened on June 
15. Their only restrictions will 
be mask wearing and very large 
gatherings such as conventions 
and music festivals prohibited.  
It is unknown if this will have an 
impact on classes in the fall.

LPC is planning to return to 
in person instruction as it is safe 
to do so.

Classes set to return in hybrid form in the fall
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ByAlessio Cavalca
@ALESSIOCAVALCA

This season has been par-
ticularly troubled for 

the sports environment. Indoor 
sports have faced strict restric-
tions while outdoor sports tim-
idly hinted at a brief restart. 

Besides COVID restrictions, 
which limited the number of 
playable games, the COVID cases 
worsened the situation causing a 
few to be canceled. 

It happened two weeks ago 
when the game between the 
Hawks and San Francisco City 
College was canceled due to a 
player who tested positive for 
COVID-19. Then, the LPC soc-
cer team canceled the following 
game with Cabrillo Community 
College for the same reason. 

But there is more to come. 
April 15, 2021, was the last 

game of the semester for the 
Hawks men’s soccer team. The 
Hawks will play away at San 
Francisco City College, where no 
public viewing is allowed. 

This game is not only the last 
chance to give a victory to the 
fans, but it also represents the 

temporary end of soccer at LPC, 
at least until next fall. 

“Today is a little bittersweet 
because a couple of players are 
leaving. Playing together for the 
last time is a mix of emotions,“ 
commented Christian Neves, the 
Hawks’ outside midfielder in his 
first season, before the game. 

The game starts uphill for the 
away team that suffered an early 
goal. The San Francisco City 
College’s forward finds a space 
between the Hawks defenders. 
The outside shot is good enough 
to beat the Hawks’ goalie, 1-0 for 
the home team. 

The Hawks’ reaction is not 
long in coming. After a well-built 
offensive push, forward Dimitrios 
Vonich violently hits the ball that 
seems to be directed in the back 
of the net. The home team has to 
thank the goalie and his dexterity 
for saving the result and denying 
the Hawks of jubilation. 

It is during the second half that 
the Hawks show their best, turn-
ing the game into a real cracker. 
When Adolfo Trujillo has the ball 
on his feet, it often reaches the 
center of the box where Samuel 
Kanghere, the target man, waits 

for the right chance to capitalize. 
For a huge part of the second 

half, the Hawks rule the game 
with significant possession and 
excellent defensive closures. 
It is Josh McClanahan, Hawks’ 
defender, who saves the team 
during the second half after one 
of the rare home team’s offensive 
pushes.

The time is running and every-
body tries to find the right space 
to get the anticipated equalizer. 
But when the referee whistles 
three times, regretful expressions 
characterize the players’ faces. 
The last game is over and the 
result is disappointing: 1-0 for 
San Francisco City College. 

Victor Diaz, one of the Hawks 
forwards, shared his thoughts 
about the game. “It was a tough 
and intense game,” said Diaz, “As 
a team, we demonstrated a good 
athletic level even if the final 
result is disappointing.” 

For the Hawks, this was the 
third loss in three games played. 
But this statistic is a little mis-
leading. This short season didn’t 
allow enough time for the play-
ers to adapt to the new tactics, 
schemes, and modules. It’s pos-

sible the team just missed a 
good tactical preparation due to 
the extraordinary situation that 
affected the players both physi-
cally and mentally. 

“We are a good team. Our soc-
cer is getting better and it is good 
considering that due to COVID 
restrictions we barely practiced 
during this period,” explained 
Neves. “We are stacked for the 
fall and expect to be fighting for 
the state championship. This is 
the goal.”

It is a fact that this team dem-
onstrated good qualities during 
the past weeks. There is also 
room for improvements through 
regular training and a little bit of 
luck that the players lacked dur-
ing specific episodes. 

As of today, it is still ques-
tionable if the overall community 
college sports environment will 
go back to normality next fall. 
But the obvious hope is to have 
fans back in attendance and to 
see a more full season, where the 
Hawks can have more opportuni-
ties to win.

Positive COVID test cancels men’s soccer game vs City College

ByAlessio Cavalca
@ALESSIOCAVALCA

It was on 17 April, 2021, that a 
group of elegant chairmen made 
an important decision. The first 
step toward a new concept of soc-
cer. A project capable of modi-
fying the rules and the overall 
conception of sport.

Twelve representatives of the 
most popular European soccer 
teams agreed to a revolutionary 
idea. A new tournament designed 
only for “the inner circle of soc-
cer.”. A closed competition with 
more than $ 3.5 billion allocated 
for participants. There are no 
qualifications. There is no room 
for sportive meritocracy.

The first reaction among fans, 
right after the announcement, 
was a mixture of shock and incre-
dulity. People protested the idea, 
and the scandal started to pres-
sure team managers to revoke the 
decision.

Officially, a step back has been 
taken because all the English 
clubs involved in the competition 
presented official withdrawals. 
This new model of sport pro-
posed by the 12 teams has to be 
an alarm bell for fans around the 
world. It does not only concern 
soccer, but the whole sports envi-
ronment. 

The Super League is a clear 

example of a scenario where 
money is more important than 
sport. 

“We save football!” Thousands 
of Chelsea fans rejoiced, inton-
ing these words right after the 
team’s managers announced an 
intentional withdrawal from the 
Super League project. Everybody 
cheered. However, unlike the 
majority of English supporters, I 
am not that positive. I think soc-
cer is not safe, at all. 

I, as a sports lover and an 
active supporter, cannot approve 
of the Super League. The team I 
support is bad. It is so bad that 
each season it struggles to avoid 
relegation. It was so bad that the 
first time I went to the stadium 
with my dad, the team lost 0-5. 
But I like supporting it because 
in sport there is always room for 
dreams. 

This new tournament has noth-
ing to do with sportive dreams. 
The competition is closed, and 
the teams are already selected. 
Nothing will change. There is no 
room for average teams. 

The “declared mission” of 
the Super League is to present 
an exclusive soccer tournament 
where there will be only impor-
tant games. Only main events. 

Instead, I consider this new 
Super League to be a “sportive 
dictatorship” instituted by the 

richest and most popular teams 
in soccer, greedy for more profits. 

It is evident that, for those 
teams, the amount of money 
established by the UEFA 
(Union for European Football 
Associations) for the internation-
al competitions is not enough. 
Or at least, it is not enough, any-

more.
Specifically, today there are 98 

teams participating in the UEFA 
Champions League, the most 
important international soccer 
competition. The first two teams, 
playing the final game, gain $200 
million each. 

Ten years ago, a competition 
prize of $200 million was more 
than enough for a society to build 
a skilled team. Today the same 
sum of money is adequate just for 
buying one top player. 

A clear example is an opera-
tion involving Juventus and Real 
Madrid in 2018. The Italian club 
paid 100 million euros ($120 
million U.S. dollars) to ensure 
the sportive performances of 
Cristiano Ronaldo. He signed a 
four-year contract perceiving 31 
million euros ($37 million US dol-
lars) annually. In total, the sum of 
money involved in the operation 
exceeds the competition prizes 
offered by the UEFA. 

The main reason behind the 
creation of the Super League: 
Teams need money to face enor-
mous expenses. But, as of today, 
the UEFA cannot provide that 
money. 

I, like many other older fans, 
remember Arsène Wenger, the 
former Arsenal coach, pointing 
out his thoughts about the finan-
cial aspects of soccer.

“The way we are going finan-
cially is that even the money 
that will be coming in from the 
UEFA competitions will not be 
enough for some clubs because 
they spend too much money. The 
national leagues will survive but 
maybe in 10 years, you will have a 
European league.”

Wenger’s reflection, reported 
by “The Guardian,” seems to be 
the perfect analysis of the current 
situation. It is funny to find out 

that this interview got published 
in 2009, more than 10 years ago.

This is the main reason behind 
the creation of the Super League: 
Teams need money to face enor-
mous expenses. As of today, the 
UEFA cannot provide that money. 
So they consequently move in 
order to find something else. 

I personally refuse to believe 
that a similar proposal involv-
ing billions of dollars has been 
canceled due to a few thousands 
of soccer fans’ protests. All the 
withdrawals are consequences of 
a silent agreement. An agreement 
between the two parties involved. 
On one side, the UEFA tries to 
solve the problem without losing 
its top teams. On the other, the 12 
chairmen ask for money. 

Quid pro quo. 
If the idea of the Super League 

disappeared a few days after its 
announcement, it means that 
somebody promised some-
thing. Maybe the UEFA and the 
12 teams had a deal involving a 
conspicuous amount of money. 
Maybe the perspective of soccer 
without fans worried the chair-
men. Or maybe the Super League 
will come back as a hot topic in a 
few months. 

Soccer is safe, for now. But 
who do we have to thank for it?

An average fan opposing modern sport: The Super League



I still remember the first time a movie actually shocked me. I was six years old, and I 
was watching “The Lord of The Rings.” When Gandalf yelled, “you shall not pass,” break-
ing the bridge and letting the Balrog fall into the darkness, I innocently thought that the 
fight would be ended. 

It was when the fire whip reached Gandalf, dragging him into the abyss that I realized 
something was wrong. 

I was not expecting a similar event. But being misled by a movie’s scene was a good 
feeling. So, since that moment I started developing an active passion for all those movies 
capable of tricking the viewer’s imagination and perception with exceptional endings. 

Here are some of the best plot twists in movie history:
For a more in depth view of the best movie plot twists of all time, check out the story 

“Top 10 movie plot twists of all time” at lpcexpressnews.com.
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The best movie plot twists of all time 

 
 

Staff writer Alessio Cavalca talks about some of the best plot reversals of all time

 

 

 

“Sinister”- Scott Dickerson (2012)

“Memento”- Christopher Nolan (2000)

“Psycho”- Alfred Hitchcock (1960) “The Others”: Alejandro Amenabar (2001)

“Primal Fear”- Gregory Holbit (1996)

“Wild Things”- John McNaughton (1998)

“Devil”- M. Night Shyamalan (2010)
“The Usual Suspects”- Bryan Singer (1995)

“Sinister” is one of the rare horror movies that does 
not present any classic cliches. The movie, released in 
2012, is about demons, ghosts and possessions, is a 
rare gem that differs from the standard horror cinema. 

The end of the movie presents one of the most 
genius ideas capable of shocking the public because of 
its insanity. 

The impressive scene sequences and an overall dark 
and thrilling story make “Sinister” a must for scary 
movie fans.

 It was in 1998 when the American director John 
McNaughton directed a noir movie titled “Wild 
Things” which made people talk. The overall critics 
did not appreciate this movie. While IMDb assigned 
6.5 stars, Metacritic marked down the film with an 
overall 53 points. 

“Wild Things” is a crime story with well-interpreted 
characters and a brilliant plot capable of playing with 
the audience’s attention and imagination. Its final plot 
twist is certainly the last one of a long series of events 
that will close the sequence before the credits. 

It was in 2000 when British director, Christopher 
Nolan started working on a complex project which 
would become a must in the cinema industry in the 
following years. “Memento” is a movie based on 
Nolan’s brother’s short story titled “Memento Mori.” 
After 17 years from its release, Nolan’s work has been 
inserted in the National Film Registry. 

“Most post modern movies are characterized by a 
classic linear narrative which is defined by a begin-
ning, a middle and an end,” explains Ph.D. Elizabeth 
Wing Brooks, coordinator of the Las Positas College 
Film Studies department. “Memento is a movie which 
actually distorts the linearity of the story.”

 “Primal Fear” is a legal thriller directed by Gregory 
Holbit in 1996. The screenplay is based upon the hom-
onym romance written by the photojournalist William 
Diehl three years earlier. 

American movie critic Roger Ebert, who wrote for 
the Chicago Sun-Time said, “The plot is as good as 
crime procedurals get, but the movie is really better 
than its plot because of the three-dimensional charac-
ters. The best crime movies and novels are not about 
who did it, or why. They are about how characters feel 
about what happened.”

Black and white colors, a shower, then a shout 
and the killer’s knife. One of the most iconic scenes 
in cinema history. Produced in 1960, “Psycho” is the 
most famous movie directed by Alfred Hitchcock 
,representing a pillar of the cinematic industry. Besides 
Hitchcock’s legacy directly linked with this work, since 
1992, the movie has been part of the National Film 
Registry, and it has been an important inspiration for 
many thriller and horror movies published over the 
following decades.

“The Others” is a movie directed by the Spanish 
director Alejandro Amenabar in 2001. The story takes 
place right after World War II in England.

Right before the final credits, when the film reaches 
its climax, Amenabar astonishes the audience with 
a magistral final twist which has been slowly settled 
through the movie. The final scene’s result is obvi-
ous to the viewer because it shows that all the details 
needed to solve the puzzle were already present since 
the very beginning of the story.

A good movie does not necessarily have to be com-
plex. “Devil,” a supernatural-horror film, is the perfect 
example of how simplicity works sensationally. 

The twist ending is a recurring characteristic 
in Shyamalan’s movies, and Travis Danner, movie 
reviewer and cinema student at San Francisco State 
University, explained his point of view about the direc-
tor. 

“The surprise ending or the Shyamalan ending is 
a cliche in cinema. People already know that the last 
minutes of the movie will be shocking. Almost all of 
his works ended up with a ‘kick’ capable of changing 
the whole story. He did it with ‘The Sixth Sense’, ‘The 
Village’ and ‘Signs’. Shyamalan is synonymous with 
twist ending,” said Danner. 

 Who is Keyser Soze? This is the question that tor-
ments the protagonists during the whole movie. The 
“Usual Suspects” is not just a cult movie. This film is 
an important jewel of the cinema industry awarded 
with two Oscar Prizes (Best Original Screenplay and 
Best Supporting Actor to Kevin Spacey). In 1995, 
the almost unknown Bryan Singer directed this noir-
crime story, surprising both public and critics. 

The plot twist is simply brilliant. The last scene 
brings to light a series of details which actually hit 
the audience solving the puzzle of events presented 
throughout the movie. That last scene is the final gem 
of a golden film that deserves the first place in this list.
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By Gibran Beydoun
@GIBRAN580MSCM

The latest film based on the 
iconic duo of our child-

hood, Tom & Jerry, has finally 
come out early this year. It has 
been about a year since quar-
antine was instituted because of 
COVID-19, and movie compa-
nies have found alternative meth-
ods to make sure people can still 
watch the latest films at their 
homes. 

While the film’s name is “Tom 
& Jerry,” you would expect them 
to be the main two characters of 
this movie. The story is combin-
ing the real world in NYC with 
the two’s shenanigans. 

Unfortunately, after watching 
the film once, it seems that Tom 
& Jerry are more of the support-
ing cast than the two “stars of the 
show.” Throughout the movie, it 
focuses more on Kayla’s experi-
ences more than Tom and Jerry.

The movie mainly focuses on 
Kayla Forester, played by Chloe 
Grace Moretz, and her experienc-
es attempting to get a staff posi-
tion at the Royal Gate Hotel. She 
wants to help plan the wedding 
of Ben (Colin Jost) and Preeta 
Sharda (Pallavi Sharda). Jerry 
makes his stay at the hotel but 
Kayla & Tom are up to the task 
of catching him and throwing 
him out of the hotel before news 
breaks out to the public. 

Before this film came out in 
late February, I was hyped that 
another film adaptation was com-
ing out about the cat-and-mouse 
duo that I’ve watched since my 

early youth. On top of that, Chloe 
Grace Moretz from the 2011 
film “Hugo” and Colin Jost from 
“Saturday Night Live” are in the 
movie.

I was hopeful and optimistic 
about the movie, and I’ve been 
waiting for it. As any film or the-
atrical adaptation, you’d hope it’ll 
“honor” the original, whether it’s 
a book, classic show or the first 
original film. 

The film was not exactly what I 

expected, and you can take that as 
both good and bad. You have the 
fellow characters from the classic 
show making their appearances 
in this film. It can rekindle child-

hood with the chaos that the 

two bring anywhere they go. 
However, the stars of the 

movie didn’t quite play like stars. 
Outside the fact that they had to 
be in the movie because it’s sup-
posed to be about them, their 
screen-time or involvement isn’t 
quite what I thought. 

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, “Tom and Jerry,… unfor-
tunately become secondary to 
Kayla’s quest to prove she can 
handle the job. The moments 

when neither are around particu-
larly drag…”

The movie might as well be 
under a different name because 
Kayla, Terence (Michael Peña), 
and Mr. Dubros (Rob Delaney) 

are the main characters with 
more screen time than Tom and 
Jerry. What happens from Kayla’s 
experience gets more screen time 
than the two frenemies. 

On Rotten Tomatoes, the 
audience says “This updated take 
on the classic cartoon characters 
is good fun for kids — in fact, the 
main thing it’s missing is more 
Tom and Jerry.”

At least the majority of the 
animals involved in the film were 

animated. Say what you want 
about it, I think that’s better than 
trying to make them too realistic 
like the draft of Sonic (from the 
2020 film). 

In terms of comedy, it wasn’t 
funny for the majority of the time. 
If you’re looking for laughs, I 
would recommend going back to 
the habit of watching the classic 
show instead. 

As one reviewer put it, the 
skits felt “unfunny, predictable 
and pretty much an excuse for 
not coming up with something 
newer.” Unoriginal and predict-
able because we’ve known them 
from the original Tom & Jerry.

Would I say it’s a family movie? 
Debatable. The reviews of this 
movie have been black or white. 
However, at least a majority of 
critics seem to be disappointed 
and bored from this movie. 

I’ll give credit where credit 
is due. The cast was great in 
their performance, but cannot be 
blamed for the storyline and the 
setup. 

It was interesting, to say the 
least, but it still didn’t quite live 
up to what I expected. I will rec-
ommend this movie if you want 
something more entertaining 
than a Hallmark channel soap 
opera movie. The characters 
whose names are stated in the 
title are pushed aside to be the 
supporting cast. 

“Tom & Jerry” fails to live up to expectations

Photo courtesy of Warner Bros
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Confessions of a Dangerous Mind: Two jobs and college
By CJ Flores
@CJ_MCANFORES

“Not being able to attend 
actual class or attend a 
normal work day without 
wearing a mask puts life 
into perspective. We take 
what normal used to be 
and abuse it”

By this time everyone should 
understand that life during 

the pandemic is slow and melod-
ic. We move at slower rates, life is 
a slowed version of what it could 
be. Except, is that the case for 
everyone during this time? The 
simple answer is no. My life is 
everything but slow. My name is 
C.J Flores. I write for the Express 
and work two jobs on top of that.
My life moves at a fast pace, but 
what else should I expect.

I know I’m not alone when 
I say the pandemic has only 
made my life go even faster and 
added mass amounts of stress. I, 
like many others, wake up and 
go to work to do what people 
expect of me. In the morning, 
I’m a Panera employee and at 
night an Applebee’s server, then 
somewhere in between a student 
reporter. Why I bring this up is 
because unfortunately I’m not the 
only student who feels like their 
life is constantly moving faster 
because the pandemic has slowed 
everything down.

Stress is a burden weighing 
on us

At the start of the pandemic 
I was  fresh outta high school  
looking forward to college. Now 
I’m a student with two jobs look-
ing to get by at the end of the day. 
The stress of being everywhere 
at once and being called upon is 
tiring. I sit at home waiting for a 
schedule for work or waiting to 
sign onto a class. 

I used to believe being stressed 
was me feeling weak, a feeling of 
being helpless, now all I feel is 
stressed. Working two jobs and 
adding school on top isn’t an easy 
task for anyone, but during a time 

like this, it’s my only option. 
I never imagined school to be 

so emotionally demanding even if 
it’s online. I feel much of my emo-
tional exhaustion comes from 
school and the work itself. Many 
classes don’t understand that us 
students being online doesn’t 
mean throwing hours of home-
work in a single class. I reached 
out to a fellow Student Mikala 
Slotnick about her experience.  

“It was honestly very hard. I 
worked about 45 hours a week. 30 
at Starbucks and 15 at American 
Eagle. It was very overwhelm-
ing… I lost my focus on school 
so many times because of work. 

I also almost lost my passion for 
theatre because it was taking up 
too much time,” said Slotnick.

Many students each year dis-
cuss the workload of school and 
whether or not it’s acceptable or 
something students should just 
accept. However, it still remains 
at the end of the school day and 
work day you can find my motiva-
tion and confidence in the trash. 
Good luck trying to get me to do 

even more work.
Work is not worth the 

reward?
I wake up and go to work like 

everyone but I work by mak-
ing sandwiches and salads in the 

morning. After Panera I get home 
to attend class and grind some 
work out before either going to 
my second job or doing more 
work. I was always told growing 
up that the work you accomplish 
is worth the reward, but some 
days I struggle to find that true. 

Not being able to attend an 
actual class or attend a normal 
work day without wearing a mask 
puts life into perspective. We take 

what normal used to be and abuse 
it. I feel that the reward of attend-
ing class to get an education feels 
worthless and going to work to 
get money feels empty.

Students fight everyday to 
get school work done then drag 
themselves to their jobs because 
they lose focus. It feels like a 
cave, cold and despairing because 
you feel trapped. The weight of 
being a student and holding a job 
becomes too much and eventual-
ly you crack like an egg. Not only 
are most students mentally stuck, 
but they are also physically stuck 
inside. We only leave to work and 
get gas or food. 

The feeling of being stuck 
doesn’t get washed off like wash-
ing your hands, it’s painted on. 
This feeling has caused me to 
hit writer’s block many times 
or just quit altogether. It breaks 
down who I am and what I want 
to accomplish. Many others not 
just myself feel this way when 
describing school in a pandemic.

The end of this approaches
What keeps me motivated 

during this exhausting period 
in life is simple, my family and 
friends along with knowing the 
pandemic isn’t forever. As each 
day progress people around the 
world get vaccinated and take 
stances to end the pandemic. My 
mindset from day one of tak-
ing everything on hasn’t changed. 
One day when I look back at both 
jobs and my school I can say 
I’m proud of what I’ve done. For 
anyone who finds themself my 
shoes, be proud of what you have 
accomplished so far.

We fight the stress and pres-
sure everyday just to wake up 
and repeat the same routine. The 
work is temporary but the change 
we’ve endured is forever. I’ll look 
back one day at the times I didn’t 
want to keep moving and laugh. 
I’ll appreciate the hard work I 
and so many others endured to 
keep themselves afloat during 
this unfathomable time. 
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