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By Anna Delgadillo
@AAANAKD

On Oct 20, the Tracy Unified School 
District had a special board meeting in 
which the decision was made to open all of 
Tracy schools to the public in January 2021.
Schools will open on Monday Jan. 4, 2021. 

Despite the growing number of COVID-
19 cases in San Joaquin County, which as 
of Oct. 28 has reached 21,988 positive con-
firmed cases, the school district has deemed 
it safe enough for students K-12 to return to 
school. If they return, the students will be 
in a setting in which they are surrounded 
by other students whose household sanitiza-
tion and number of residents is unknown.

Tracy high school Millennium High 
is allowing students to decide whether to 
attend in person classes of the teachers 
who have made the choice of moving their 
online classes back to campus. Attendance 
is limited to  a capacity of only 25% of the 
school population allowed entry at once. 

According to the Tracy Unified 
School District School Site Safety Plan, 
“TUSD will implement a Hybrid Model 
to ensure small cohorts of students.”

The TUSD has planned for  two 
groups of students with  each group hav-
ing two  assigned days out of the week in 
which they will actually be stepping foot 
inside their school, while the other three 
days are continued as virtual classrooms.

Students are not only exposing them-
selves and putting themselves at risk, 
but putting those in their home as well.

Junior math teacher at Millennium High 
Rebecca Ulricksen said she was concerned 
at first learning about the quick decision to 
allow students to go back to school in person. 

She said she was, “Immediately over-
whelmed and a little anxious. On one hand, I 
began worrying about the spread of the virus 
in the school. We do not know who Tracy 
school districts looks to open schools within 
the upcoming weeks these students go home 
to. We do not even know who our own staff 
goes home to. My son had open heart surgery 
when he was a baby, and his heart is a little 
different than a normal heart, and that wor-
ries me for if I was to bring COVID-19 home.”

Despite  looking forward to being able to 
see the faces of her students again, she wor-
ries about having a son who is of high risk to 
COVID-19. She believes that teachers includ-
ing herself are already taking on a lot and this 
feels like the weight is only going to get heavi-
er. Many believe that the school district could 
have come up with a better plan, including 
Millennium High history teacher Dan Saldate.

He said, “Having students returning to 
in person school would not have been my 
first choice. However, the decision has been 
made, and I am determined to do the best job 
I can do for my students returning and those 
students who decide to remain online. I think 
it will be a challenge to teach both at the same 
time ,but I am up for the challenge and will 
do my best to ensure students get the best 
instruction I can provide in this situation.”

Making the best out of this situ-
ation is what teachers have been 
doing since virtual school began. 

Most professors at Las Positas continue to 
work from home as LPC previously announced 
that virtual classrooms will continue into the 
semester of spring 2021. How will a campus 
home to thousands of students manage to keep 
social distance and adjust to many modifica-
tions. Perhaps staying online for another full 
year is what both students and professors pre-
fer. Rushing into opening public schools can 
result in outbreaks and COVID-19 hotspots.
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Body Found on Campus, appears to be suicide
By Alan Lewis
@ALOLEWIS1

A dead body was found on the Las 
Positas College campus on Nov. 20, the 
school’s top administrator confirmed in 
an email sent Friday to college employees.

The identity of the person has not been 
revealed, but President Dyrell Foster said the 
deceased was not a student or staff member. 

The body is a male, in his 60s and a 

Livermore resident. The name has been with-
held until the family is notified. Chabot-Las 
Positas Community College District spokes-
person Jennifer Aires said the death  appears to 
be a suicide.  The Alameda County Coroner’s 
Bureau is now leading the investigation.

The Livermore Police Department 
has not released details on the case, cit-
ing privacy concerns of the victim’s fam-
ily. A resident of the local neighborhood 
said she saw police and medical response 

by the soccer field the day of the suicide..
The campus has been closed since 

Alameda County went under shelter in 
place orders in March. The school remained 
closed for the fall 2020 semester, transi-
tioning to a distance education model. 
However, some staffers and students are 
allowed on campus with special permissions.

This story has been updated to 
include new information on Nov. 28. 

NEWSBRIEF
REYNOSO ELECTED 

In the Nov. 3 election, Luis Reynoso 
was elected for the Chabot-Las Positas 
Community College  District, Area 1 with 
56% of the vote.  Reynoso  won over can-
didate Robert Carlson, who  was presi-
dent of Chabot College from 2002 to 2009.

NEWSBRIEF

NEW COLLEGE LEAP CHAPTER
College Leap, is starting a chapter at Las 

Positas College, according to LPC student 
Ruby Yan.  College Leap is a community 
for the most ambitious and self-motivated 
community college students, especially 
international students. For more infor-
mation contact: college.lpc@gmail.com.

NEWSBRIEF
CHILL AND CHAT SESSIONS

The center also hosts a Chill and Chat 
session every Wednesday at 6 p.m. Chill 
and Chat is a place for students to con-
nect, learn stress management skills and 
figure out how to overcome obstacles in 
their lives. For more information, con-
tact the Student Health and Wellness 
Center at: http://www.laspositascollege.
edu/healthcenter/index.php.members.

Tracy Unified Schools plans to return to the 
classroom on 
Jan. 4, 2021

Tracy High School, photo from Tracy HS yearbook



By Chaeeun Song
@LPCEXPRESSNEWS

On Oct. 27, the paper drop-off service was added 
to provide additional support for students in the RAW 
Center during this very challenging time for students. The 
RAW Center is staffed by English faculty. They are avail-
able to work with students on reading and writing assign-
ments for any class at Las Positas College.

Some students are working and studying at the same 
time. Some students may not have a quiet space at home 
or the bandwidth to video conference, so the paper drop-
off service is a way for students to get support with reading 
and writing.

Michelle Gonzales, the coordinator of the Reading and 
Writing Center, said, “I mainly want students to know 
that they are not alone, that we are here to help them with 
reading and writing for any class, and that our campus 
data shows that students who use the RAW Center have 
higher success rates!”

 Both in-person, online tutoring and the paper drop-off 
service can be accessed from any Canvas course. From the 
home page for a course in Canvas, find “LPC Tutoring/
RAW,” click to open, scroll the page to find “Reading and 
Writing Center,” open that and choose the service you 
want. Using the online system, Students can get immedi-
ate online tutoring or paper drop-off service. 

 With the paper drop-off service, students have to 
upload their essays and include the instructions for the 

assignment. Students are allowed to request help in two 
areas at a time. The areas should be listed where they 
upload the paper.

 Because the tutors in the RAW Center are both seeing 
students while on their shifts and reading paper drop-off 
work between live sessions, the paper drop-off service can 
take anywhere from 24 to 72 hours, but usually between 
24 and 48. However, students should be prepared to leave 
their work for up to three days.

 When it comes to writing help, students should 
remember that while the service helps students recognize 
errors and issues with the organization, it is not an editing 
service.

Students who need more immediate service can attend 
a live session. The live sessions are on Monday from noon 
to 3 p.m., Tuesday from 12 noon to 4 p.m., Wednesday 
from 12 noon to 6:30 p.m., Thursday from 12 noon to 3 
p.m., Friday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Students showcase art at Cuda Ridge Winery in Livermore

Raw Center opens paper drop off service for essay support

By Alan Lewis
@ALOLEWIS1

Students from LPC were able to showcase their art at the Cuba Ridge Winery in Livermore. 
On Fridays through Sundays, the winery showcased some of LPC’s student art during their 
wine tasting events.  Jay Sarkis Kelly, a student at LPC was one of the artists featured at the 
event. Below are just a few of the photos of art taken at the event:

Alan Lewis/The Express

Alan Lewis/The Express

Alan Lewis/The Express
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By Alan Lewis
@ALOLEWIS1

At The Market held 
on Oct. 20 one of Las 

Positas College’s vice presidents 
was hard at work, moving boxes 
and bags of food, organizing the 
food for distribution and doing 
many chores. He was working 
so hard you could see sweat on 
his forehead.  The vice president 
was William Garcia, who serves 
as vice president of Student 
Services.

But Garcia’s work for the col-
lege is nothing new. Garcia has 
started or contributed to many 
programs that support the LPC 
students since he started his work 
for the college in May 2017. But 
his work for the college is com-
ing to an end: Garcia is leaving 
Las Positas College in December 
2020 to spend more time with his 
family.  As Garcia transitions to 
life beyond LPC, many are rec-
ognizing the impact he has had 
on the college..“The accomplish-
ments of Vice President William 
Garcia and the legacy he leaves 
behind has and will continue to 
benefit all LPC Students,” Dyrell 
Foster, President of Las Positas 
College, said. 

One of Garcia’s accomplish-
ments was the start of the 
Academic and Student Support 
Services fairs in conjunction 
with the Student Equity and 
Achievement Program. The fairs 
have information on the support 
services available to students.  
The plan is to continue the fairs 
each semester once the campus 
opens per Gracia.

Garcia was also instrumental 
in The Market, the community 
food bank held monthly at Las 
Positas. Student Government 

President Saba Salehifar said, 
“Garcia is very supportive of The 
Market and helps out almost 
every month.”

Others noted that Garcia was 
always supportive of veterans on 
campus. Todd Steffan, Veterans 
First program coordinator, said, 

“Garcia is very supportive of 
the Veterans First program. An 
example is a veteran is highlight-
ed on the back cover in each 
schedule given to students and 
mailed to local residents.”  

Steffan said Garcia attends 

many of the events that the vet-
erans hold, including the gradua-
tion event held for veterans in the 
Veteran Resource Center.

Another accomplishment 
helped students  focus on life 
beyond college. Garcia  was 
involved in reopening the Career/

Transfer Center. The center had 
been closed for six years prior 
to reopening in 2018 when a full 
time coordinator was hired for the 
center. The Career Center pro-
vides career assessment opportu-
nities and allows for students to 

learn of internship and employ-
ment opportunities on and off 
campus. The Transfer Center 
provides students with transfer 
exploration and the opportunity 
to meet with admission repre-
sentatives from four year colleges 
and universities.

Garcia came to LPC with a 
background in student services. 
He started his career at Santa 
Clara University in admissions 
and outreach and  stayed there 
for five  years. He then tran-
sitioned to community colleges 

and was the Director of Student 
Services and Associate Dean of 
Student Services for over eight 
years at College of the Sequoias. 
He then was Dean of Student 
Support Services at El Camino 
College over four years until May 
2017 when he was hired at LPC 

as Vice President of Student 
Services.

Many credit Garcia’s efforts 
as contributing to LPC stu-
dent success. Foster  said,  “To 
me, what LPC will miss most 
about VP Garcia is his leader-
ship, integrity and collaborative 
spirit.  He has demonstrated 
a true commitment to student 
access, student equity and stu-
dent success, not only here at 
LPC, but throughout his career 
as a transformative and inspira-
tional educational leader.”

Salehifar complimented 
Garcia on his accessibility to stu-
dents. She said, “Vice President 
Garcia is supportive of stu-
dent government and responds 
quickly to any of my e-mails”.

Josue Gonzales, Adviser to 
Student Life, expressed appre-
ciation for Garcia’s focus on 
student growth.Gonzales said, 
“He understands the value of 
leadership and development. He 
has supported the student clubs 
and the ICC Council. He always 
wants to do the right things for 
students and supports all stu-
dents.”

Garcia has the respect of 
many people as evidenced by 

the people who commended 
him. The college is working on a 
transition plan to replace Garcia 
per Foster.

Student Government is plan-
ning a “drive by” parade to honor 
Vice President Gracia on Tuesday, 
Nov 17 between 1 and 1:30PM.

We’ve got the 411 
at 21st century speed.

Vice President Garcia helping out during a market event earlier this year
Alan Lewis/The Express

Vice President Garcia praised for leadership and integrity
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Middle College student creates podcast about mental health during pandemic
By Alan Lewis
@ALOLEWIS1

High school senior Kanchan Naik is concerned that 
the pandemic is changing the college application process. 
She worries that she won’t 
get into her dream school 
because of the challenges of 
the COVID-19 conditions 
affecting her classes and 
extracurricular activities.

Most high school stu-
dents would discuss those concerns with their parents 
or their friends. Naik doesn’t stop there. She went on the 
“TeenTalks” podcast to discuss her concerns with pod-
caster Yashvardhan Khaitan on Sept. 9, 2020.

“TeenTalks’’ is a podcast started and operated by Las 
Positas Middle College student Khaitan. It  features Tri-
Valley community students who discuss the impacts of 
COVID-19 on their mental health. TeenTalks podcast gets 
about 1000 hits a month. 

During the pandemic, Khaitan noticed emerging prob-
lems in his mental health. Khaitan said, “I started losing 
grip on my daily tasks. I realized that I wasn’t on the right 
track in terms of my mental health. This led me to create 
the ‘TeenTalks Podcast’ to address my situation dealing 
with this pandemic’s fallout, and later I realized that it was 
bringing me closer to other teenagers in the community 
who are going through this.”

Khaitan believes that his podcast will improve the men-
tal health of others like himself who are suffering due to 
the pandemic. “I think mental health is something that all 
students and parents should understand, especially during 
this tough time. It can be very easy for students to go in 
the wrong direction and pose harm to themselves while 
stuck at home and isolated from society. This podcast will 

help students feel like they are not alone and that there are 
others in the same boat as them. Furthermore, this pod-
cast will also help parents understand what their children 
are going through and how to further aid them. “

The first podcast aired on June 12, 2020, and contin-
ues to broadcast weekly. Every 
week, Khaitan interviews a 
new high school student about 
how the COVID-19 pandemic 
is affecting them.

On the podcast, students 
voice their concerns about 

how the pandemic will affect their future. A common con-
cern of the students interviewed is college applications. 
Students have concerns and questions about how the shel-
ter in place will affect their college applications and admis-
sions. Is the SAT required when the SAT sessions have 
been cancelled? What about the fact that many colleges do 
not have in-person 
campus visits and 
tours? And how 
will students that 
become enrolled 
get involved in 
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r 
activities when the 
campuses remain 
closed.

“This podcast 
is a great listen. It 
offers a fresh per-
spective from stu-
dents who were 
directly affected by COVID-19.  Everyone needs to listen 
to these vital conversations to understand how young 
people are dealing with this monumental change. As a stu-

dent, listening to this podcast makes me realize I am not 
the only one. Other students face the same problem,” said 
Pratham Dalal, a senior at Dublin High School.

Khaitan’s podcast has shown that students are miss-
ing the social interaction of in-person school. Dalal was 
disappointed that he did not get to say goodbye to his 
friends at school. When classes were abruptly cancelled 
and transferred to online, many students expected the 
change to be temporary, two weeks or so -- not until the 
start of the next school year. Students like Dalal thought 
they would see their friends in school before the summer. 
Student activities such as proms and in-person graduation 
ceremonies were cancelled, further separating students 
from their peers.

Khaitan says he spends about five to six hours on each 
podcast. When he first got the idea of the podcast, he 
contacted a few of his friends from Dublin High School to 
be the first students interviewed. Afterwards, he reached 

out to students, student body 
leaders and young activists to 
find people for the podcast. 

Khaitan did not consult 
with any experts to start his 
podcast but figured it out on 
his own. His parents support 
his podcast as they think it is 
a great community initiative 
during the pandemic, help-
ing  students cope with the 
COVID-19 situation better.

Now that 16 episodes of 
the “TeenTalks Podcast” have 
been posted, Kaitan’s email is 

full with mail from students across the Tri-Valley. They 
want to share their feelings and experiences of this tumul-
tuous time on the podcast.

“This podcast will help students feel like 
they are not alone and that there are others 
in the same boat as them”

Photo courtesy of Yashvardhan Khaitan

Black Lives Matter Tri-Valley protests following threat, apology to local teen
By Nathan Canilao
@NATHANCANILAO

The Tri-Valley chapter of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment held a sign garden protest on Nov. 15 in response to 
a Dublin resident threatening Denel McMahan, a 17-year-
old Dublin resident 
and leader of the Black 
Student Union at Dublin 
High School. Hundreds 
of Tri-Valley residents 
attended as well as new 
Dublin Mayor Melissa 
Hernandez and Dublin 
Unified School District 
Interim Superintendent 
Daniel R. Moriao. 

On Nov. 9, Dublin res-
ident Mike Grant posted 
in an alt right Facebook 
group that he had con-
cerns over the Black 
Lives Matter Tri-Valley 
chapter holding events in 
Dublin and also posted 
a picture of McMahan, 
insinuating that he was 
a “Black Lives Matter 
thug.” The post also 
called on local far right 
wing groups to attend  and disrupt the sign garden event.

Activists from around the Bay Area gathered at the 
event to show their support for the McMahan fam-
ily. Oakland activist and community organizer Chaney 
Turner and San Francisco State graduate and political 
activist Ramona Tascoe were both keynote speakers at 
the event. 

Though there was some expected resistance to the 
sign garden event, Grant sent a formal apology to the 
McMahan family, and there were no far right wing groups 
protesting the event. 

“Mike Grant mentioned in his apology that he meant 
no harm in the post and said that I, a 17-year-old boy, 

changed the mindset of a 65-year-old man. And while that 
could or could not be sincere, I see that as a victory,” said 
McMahon. 

The event also included a chance for those in atten-
dance to create a sign that would be placed outside the 
Dublin Civic Center. Many signs included slogans like 
“Say Their Name” or “Black Lives Matter.” 

Speakers at the event denounced Grant’s actions and 
said that it was wrong and inappropriate that Grant 
threatened a 17-year-old child.

“Our community was upset that a white supremacist is 
threatening the life of a Black child. How low of a human 
being can you be to feel threatened by a peaceful action 

that Denel has put together,” said Turner.
Dublin residents were also given the plat-

form to speak at the event. Dublin resident 
Regis Harvey spoke about the importance 
of keeping the community together for the 
greater good. He said,  “For us to move for-
ward and be as one family, we must keep 
the community together and show love to 
everyone.”

The McMahan family addressed the 
crowd, saying that they were proud of their 
son for handling the situation the way he 
did and thanking the community for their 
support. They also stated that Denel would 
be sitting down with Grant sometime in the 
future to have a conversation about their dif-
ferences. 

The Black Lives Matter group that orga-
nized the event pushed for the conversa-
tion about police brutality against African 
Americans to continue even after the wave 
of protests that occurred in the summer. 
Leaders of the group emphasized the need 
for conversation to continue even in a suburb 

like Dublin.
“I will continue to fight because Black Lives Matter is 

a human rights issue. The way you think and the political 
policies that you agree with should not bar you from rec-
ognizing the concept of police brutality is a plague to this 
nation,” said McMahan. 

Nathan Canilao/The Express
Supporters of the sign garden event created signs that were set outside the Dublin Civic Center. The protest was 
held in response to a threat made to Denel McMahan, a leader of Black Lives Matter Tri-Valley.
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Biden still has work to do even after election win
By Nathan Canilao
@NATHANCANILAO

As I filled out my electronic 
ballot at around 9:57 a.m. at the 
local polling booth at Marilyn 
Avenue Elementary School in 
Livermore, I had no idea who was 
going to win the election and no 
idea if I would know by the night 
of Nov. 3. 

I was given a stylus and led to 
an electronic voting booth where 
I would fill out my ballot. The 
first thing to pop up was my vot-
ing options for President of the 
United States. I looked at my 
options, and I chuckled when I 
saw  “Kanye Omari West” for 
vice president. Ultimately, I chose 
Joseph R. Biden and Kamala 
Harris for president and vice 
president. 

For the rest of the week, I 
watched closely for any updates 
on the vote count in each state. 
I witnessed CNN analyst John 
King zoom in and out of his big 
touch screen as more votes came 
in. I watched pundits on ABC talk 
about how the election might not 
be decided until the weekend. For 
the first time in my life, I actu-
ally watched an entire segment on 
Fox News to see if their electoral 
map was any different from any of 
the other networks.

On Tuesday night, President 
Trump declared himself the win-
ner of the election and demanded 
that the counting of mail-in bal-
lots be stopped. He also stated 

that he and his lawyers would 
take cases of voter fraud to the 
Supreme Court to stop the count-
ing of votes.

As the week went on the 
election took a turn in favor of 
now President-elect Joe Biden. 

Day by day, more mail-in votes 
were being counted in key swing 
states like Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania. As President 
Trump’s lead began to shrink, 
He, along with his supporters, 
accused the election of being 
rigged. 

When I woke up Saturday 
morning, it was announced that 
t Biden was projected as the  next 
president of the United States. I 
was ecstatic to see that the person 
I voted for won the election, but I 
was mostly just relieved that the 
longest week I have ever had to 
endure was finally over. 

My gut reaction to this elec-
tion is obviously relief  that 

Trump is now out of office, but 
there is a part of me that is not 
very hopeful about the future. 
To be quite honest, I was expect-
ing that there would be some 
sort of big political shift from 
the Trump era. I was expecting 

the Democrats to be able to win 
back the Senate and expand their 
lead in the House, but that didn’t 
happen. Republicans were able 
to win back some seats in the 
House, and there will be a runoff 
senate race in Georgia in January 
to determine who will have the 
advantage in the Senate going 
forward.

It was also disappointing to 
see that more minority groups  
voted for Trump this time around 
compared to 2016. According to 
the New York Times exit polls, 
Trump gained a 3% increase 
in Latino voters, a 4% increase 
among Afircan American voters 
and a 2% increase among Asian 

voters.
We saw these increases affect 

states   like Florida where the 
Cuban vote helped secure Trump’s 
victory.. In Texas, Mexican 
American voters in counties 
along the border helped swing 

the state in 
Trump’s favor.

What this 
told me is 
that Trump’s 
attempt to 
label Biden 
a “socialist” 
indeed worked. 
He was able to 
convince racial 
minorities and 
i m m i g r a n t s 
that Biden was 
going to make 
the country a 

socialist state even though Biden 
couldn’t be any farther from a 
socialist. 

Trump also was able to con-
vince prominent celebrities to 
join his side as a last ditch attempt 
to win votes in minority commu-
nities. He invited rappers like Lil 
Pump, Lil Wayne and Ice Cube to 
the White House in an attempt 
to appeal to African American 
voters. He was able to score an 
endorsement from UFC fighter 
Jorge Masvidal to try to appeal to 
Cuban voters in Florida. 

On the flip side, however, the 
increase of voter turnout among 
African Americans and young 
voters helped flip battleground 

states like Michigan and Georgia. 
The African American vote was 
over 80% for Biden in cities like 
Detroit, Atlanta and Philadelphia, 
which helped Biden win this elec-
tion. 

As for me, voting for Joe Biden 
wasn’t on my agenda back in 
January. He honestly did not even 
crack my top five for Democratic 
nominees that I hoped would 
run against Trump, but I realized 
that it meant more to me and 
to countless others that Trump 
would be voted out of office this 
November. 

Even with the Trump cam-
paign suing for election fraud in 
multiple states, it is most likely 
that Biden will be the next presi-
dent. Biden and Harris will have 
to unite the country going for-
ward as they govern a nation that 
turned out 70 million votes for 
Trump to be reelected. They will 
need to do that as well as push for 
their own agenda on hot button 
issues like the economy, climate 
change, legalization of marijuna, 
abortion, handeling of the pan-
demic and healthcare. 

The country will not yet know 
if Biden can accomplish the goals 
he set for the country, but getting 
Trump out of the White House 
was the first step. The people 
have spoken, and even if it did 
take six long and grueling days to 
project a winner, President elect 
Biden will have a lot on his plate 
going forward to unite an already 
divided country. 

Photo courtsey of Vox

STAFF BOX: EXPRESS MEMBERS RESPOND TO ELECTION RESULTS

By Express staff
@LPCEXPRESSNEWS

The 2020 election was a piv-
otal time in this country’s history. 
This election took place in the 
middle of a global pandemic and 
was the first time in the mod-
ern era that the American people 
would not know the results of 
the election on election day. The 
election concluded with the high-
est voter turnout in any election 
ever with Joe Biden receiving 80 
milion votes, the most of any 
Presidential candidate ever. The 
staff at the Express gave some 
thoughts and reactions from the 
2020 election:

Photo Editor Alan Lewis: 
I am happy that Trump lost. 

I did vote for Biden,  but in all 
honesty I would have voted for 
almost anyone that was running 
against Trump. Trump- always 
puts himself first. Trump reacts 
to his emotions, not to his advis-
ers or what is best for the country. 
He does not think of how his 
decisions will affect others.  

All his life he has been very self 
centered and does not care about 
others. For example although 
Trump may have a lot of money 
in Atlantic City, his bond hold-
ers, contractors, employees and 
suppliers all lost when his casinos 
went bankrupt. 

Trump sues if something does 
not go his way, He has filed over 
4,000 lawsuits over the years.

Trump only saw two possible 
results of the elections, either he 
won or the voting process was 
flawed. He cannot accept losing 
in either the election or his life.

Editor-in-Chief Nathan 
Canilao: 

I was relieved to learn that 
Trump had lost the presiden-
cy. The days leading up to the 
announcement of Trump’s loss 
were pretty stressful because not 
every state had their results on 
election night. 

I didn’t expect Trump to con-
cede the election as he had stated 
before that if he loses, the elec-
tion is “rigged.” 

We have seen now that many of 

the lawsuits claiming voter fraud 
are being thrown out by con-
servative judges in swing states 
like Michigan and Pennsylvania. 
Although Biden was not the can-
didate that I hoped to see repre-
sent the Democrats, I realize the 
importance of getting Trump out 
of office. 

After giving it a few days, I am 
hopeful for the future, but I still 
do realize that a lot of work still 
needs to be done. Over 70 mil-
lion people still voted for Donald 
Trump despite polls showing a 
blue shift across the board. 

It will be interesting to see 
if a Biden/Harris administration 
can 1.) Undo the mistakes of the 
Trump administration 2.) Keep 
pushing for progressive policies 
such as Medicare for all, right 
to abortions and legalization of 
marijuana 3.) Somehow find a 
way to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19  4.) Unite an already 
much divided country

Staff Writer Michelle 
Pacheco: 

I was really happy that Trump 

lost. This was my first presiden-
tial election, and I advocated for 
people to vote, especially women 
because in the past women 
fought for the right to vote. I was 
also concerned about how Trump 
dealt with COVID. If Trump han-
dled it better, many lives would be 
different today. 

Many have accused the presi-
dent of acting inappropriate with 
women. I was glad when I heard 
Joe Biden won, especially after 
this long election. 

When Kamala Harris spoke 
on Nov. 7, it was so moving to 
see a woman of Asian and Black 
descent in the position of a vice 
president in this world where 
men are superior to women, this  
made me tear up. 

I am so glad Joe Biden won and 
I can’t wait for him to fix the mess 
Trump made. 

Staff Writer Taylour 
Sparkman: 

Since this was my first presi-
dential election I could vote in, 
I was very eager to get the guy 
from “Celebrity Apprentice” with 

absolutely no political experi-
ence, out of office. 

His presidency proved to be 
about as bad as one would have 
imagined in 2016. As if adding 
fire to an already racially divisive 
country and then fumbling the 
COVID situation wasn’t enough, 
the whole voter fraud fiasco that 
Trump insinuated was ridiculous 
and made me uneasy because the 
way he pushed that made me 
think he was the one rigging the 
election. 

Joe Biden wasn’t my first 
choice as is the case with many 
voters in this election, but since 
we have a two party dominated 
system, you can’t get too picky. 
It seems you have to vote for the 
party with the most policies that 
line up with your own personal 
interests. Regardless of who gis 
elected, we as a country need to 
hold whoever is elected account-
able for their actions and apply 
pressure to make them uphold 
their campaign promises and 
present us to the rest of the world 
responsibly. 

What was your reaction to the 2020 Election results?
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Sasha Baron Cohen shines in ‘The Trial of the Chicago Seven’

By Nathan Canilao
@NATHANCANILAO

When the name Sacha 
Baron Cohen comes to 

mind, most moviegoers think of 
characters like “Borat”, “Bruno”, 
or “Admiral General Haffaz 
Aladeen”. The British comedian is 
known for his surprise pranks on 
notable politicians such as Rudy 
Guiliani and Bernie Sanders, but 
in his newest film “The Trial of 
the Chicago Seven”, he showcases 
his serious side playing the role 
of Abbie Hoffman, the founder 
of The Youth International Party. 

“The Trial of the Chicago 
Seven” is a historical drama that 
reenacts the events that occurred 
during the Chicago protest of the 
Democratic National Convention 
in Aug. 1968 and the trial that 
later ensued. The Chicago Seven 
were a group that consisted of 
leaders of anti-war organizations 
that set out to end the Vietnam 
War.

Perhaps the best feature of this 
film was the historical accuracy 
displayed. The Netflix streamed 
film accurately portrayed the time 
in which the events took place. 

The showings of racism, divide 
between party lines and overall 
split in the country’s ideology was 
accurate with how reality was in 
the 1960’s.

Director and screenwriter 

Aaron Sorkin has always deliv-
ered great films based on histori-
cal events. Films like “Moneyball”, 
“The Social Network” and “Steve 
Jobs” were all films that were 

historically accurate, but also well 
thought out in terms of plot and 
story lines. 

The film itself was star stud-
ded. Joseph Gordon-Levitt played 
the role of Richard Schultz, a fed-

eral prosecutor who was looking 
to indict the Chicago 7. He was 
surprisingly likeable throughout 
the movie despite playing the role 
of the antagonist. Yahya Abdul-

Manteen II, known for his role 
as Black Manta in “Aquaman”,  
played the role of Black Panther 
Party leader Bobby Seale. Other 
actors included in the film were 
John Carroll Lynch, Michael 

Keaton and Jeremy Strong. 
The film is interesting in that 

it does not follow a linear time 
sequence. We are introduced to 
the Chicago Seven when they are 

standing trial, but the details of 
the protest are presented through 
a series of flashbacks. This has 
been a staple of Sorkin’s career 
and it works beautifully. I was 
kept on my toes the entire ride 
through as the entire picture of 
the protest became more clear 
with each flashback shown. 

Cohen did a phenomenal 
job playing the role of Abbie 
Hoffman. Hoffman was known to 
be entertaining and a showman 
when he was put on trial and on 
many occasions, was able to make 
those in the courtroom burst out 
in laughter. Cohen, a comedian, 
was able to portray Hoffman with 
ease. 

As a fellow Chicagoan, I would 
rate Cohen’s Chicago accent a B-. 
Serviceable, but not the best I’ve 
heard.

Overall, I thought the film did 
a great job of highlighting a his-
torical event that is often not 
talked about, but is as important 
in today’s climate after the mass 
amounts of protests that occurred 
this past summer. Sorkin delivers 
with a riveting and brilliant por-
trayal of a monumental moment 
in American history.

Photo courtsey of Indiewire

Movie theaters begin to open back up after being closed due to COVID-19
By Michelle Pacheco
@MISEON7MICHELLE

Movie theaters are slowly 
opening up after being closed due 
to COVID-19. They are consid-
ered by experts to be one of the 
most dangerous places to be due 
to the close seating arrangements

Although big movie theater 
chains have been able to survive 
the hit of COVID-19, smaller, 
independent theaters may not 
have the same resources.

Regal Theaters is deciding to 
close down all of their theaters 
temporarily, according to the 
Regal theater website.

“Tenet” was going to be shown 
in the U.S. box office in Sep.3, 
with the idea many people would  
come and see it after the movie 
theaters started opening up again 
during COVID-19. But not many 
people came to watch the movie.

Warner Brothers didn’t have 
the fuss it normally has when a 
film is released, Usually, films are 
projected to make $10 million 
to  $12 million -- and more if 
there are previews.  When “Tenet 
‘’  wasn’t shown much love after 
its Labor Day release,  the studio 
didn’t have a motive to release  
the next blockbuster “Wonder 
Woman 1984” in October. The 
movie is now slated for release at  
Christmas. 

Until New York and Los 

Angeles open up again, it will be 
hard to meet the big box office 
numbers. The next blockbuster 
will be “Black Widow,” which is 
arriving in November, according 
to The Atlantic.

With no blockbusters in 
a movie theater, it will make it 
harder for any improvement to 
happen. Even though there are 
lower budget films, big-budget 
movies bring the people to the 
theaters.

The blockbuster is especially 
important during this pandemic 
because these movies will draw 
people out of their safe homes. 
Movie theater chains AMC, Regal 
and Cinemark have changed their 
ways, adding more sanitation, 
adapting air- filtering systems and 
limiting employee contact  with 
guests.

Even with these new rules, 
people are not coming. Theaters 
didn’t expect this is how it would 
play out after changing their pro-
tocols. This probably won’t work 
for smaller movie theaters. 

Regal Movie theaters in the 
Bay Area like the one in Dublin 
may close. So during the months 
of September and October, movie 
theaters had lower-budget films 
of horror, dramas and lots of 
romantic comedies. 

After the initial lockdown 
earlier this year, many movie 
theaters were set to reopen. 

However, according to the Regal 
Club Newsletter, due to the rise 
of cases some movie theaters had 
put off opening or closed their 
doors again. 

Today you can go to the mov-
ies in Northern California once 
again. 

Movie theaters have opened 
from Santa Cruz (Del Mar 
Theater) to Tracy (Cinemark 
Movies 14) to Danville (Century 
Blackhawk Plaza) and in other 
local cities. Viewers can see those 
movies that were set to release but 
were postponed due to COVID-
19 and movies that are set to be 
released in the future.

Many people are willing to go 
to the movies. As for others, not 
so much.

New rules will be in place, 
like social distancing and wearing 
masks.

Monina Yoo, a friend of a Las 
Positas student, said she was 
happy that movie theaters are 
opening up.“ I feel like it’s good 
that the movie theaters are open-
ing up as it will help business and 
be better for the economy,” she 
said.

Yoo wouldn’t go to the movie 
theaters, stating safety as a con-
cern. Yoo said,  “No I do not 
feel fully safe to go to the movie 
theaters because I think a lot of 
people still don’t take this pan-
demic seriously in terms of safety 

like social distancing, wearing a 
mask and etc.”

Safety to Yoo means to be 
protected from and not exposed 
to danger or risk. Yoo said she 
would not order food from the 
movie theater. 

Doug Ahn, a father of a Las 
Positas student, thinks it’s good 
that the theaters are opening up 
but only if they can guarantee 
that it’s safe.

Ahn said he would go to a 
movie, but that he would be care-
ful. “I would check it out before 
buying my ticket,” he said. 

Ahn would feel safe if there is 
social distancing between seats 
and the wearing of masks. If not,  
Ahn wouldn’t feel safe. 

Ahn said,  “Safe to me is not 
having to worry about being sick.” 
Ahn also would not order food 
from the movie theaters for a 
while but might get a soda or 
water.

Kim Lee, the mother of anoth-
er Las Positas student, said that 
she wasn’t concerned about 
movie theaters opening up. She 
is not sure if she would go to a 
movie theater. Lee does not feel 
like it would be safe to go to a 
movie theater right now.

For Lee, being safe requires 
good air circulation. Lee was ada-
mant about not ordering food 
from the movie theaters. She said, 
“Oh no, I will never ever buy food 

(there) again. I’m going to just 
sneak food in because it’s too 
risky to get food at the theater.”

Movie theater tickets are now 
only available online before going, 
according to CNBC. 

People with whom you may 
not share a household can still 
buy tickets for the seat next to 
you. The movie theaters say that 
you should enforce social distanc-
ing when you purchase a ticket 
online. 

 Those who attend movies will 
be required to wear masks while 
inside the building, but can take 
off the mask while consuming the 
food and drinks. 

The choice is ultimately yours 
of the risks you can take. Either if 
it’s to see a movie that is in the-
aters for a limited time or movies 
that will come out eventually on 
DVD or streaming.

For Alameda County, indoor 
movie theaters will have 25% 
of capacity or 100% of capacity 
starting Oct. 26 

Movies can be a comforting 
way of getting through a hard 
time today. But safety remains a 
concern for those who choose to 
attend. 



By Alan Lewis
@ALOLEWIS1

When I was in my early 20s, I 
went with a friend to see a double 
feature at the Bristol Art Theater 
in . The movies were classic por-
nographic films, “Deep Throat” 
and “The Devil in Miss Jones.” 
The Bristol Art Theater was a 
reincarnation of the Bristol 
Theater, the theater I used to go 
see Saturday morning matinees 
with my brother and friends.

Pornography has been around 
for as long as humans have been 
capable of making it. John Phillip 
Jenkins, a Distinguished Professor 
of History at Baylor University 
said that even in Ancient Greece 
and the Roman Empire “Phallic 
imagery and depictions of orgi-
astic scenes were widely present, 
though it is unlikely that they ful-
filled anything like the social or 
psychological functions of mod-
ern pornography.” Many early 
paintings, sculptures and other 
artworks of people and people 
having sex could be considered 
pornographic.

Pornography is hard to define. 
In 1964, Justice Potter Stewart 
of the U.S. Supreme court said 
he couldn’t exactly define por-
nography, but “I know it when 
I see it.” In 1973, the Supreme 

Court developed the Miller test 
to determine pornography. In 
order to not be determined to be 
pornography, the subject had to 
pass three tests. The item would 
taken as a whole appeal to the 
prurient interest, if the work 
depicts or describes, in a patently 
offensive way, sexual conduct or 
excretory functions, whether the 
work lacks serious literary, artis-
tic, political or scientific value.

Webster’s Dictionary defines 
pornography as “The depiction 
of erotic behavior (as in pictures 
or writing) intended to cause sex-
ual excitement; material (such 
as books or a photograph) that 
depicts erotic behavior and is 
intended to cause sexual excite-
ment; or the depiction of acts 
in a sensational manner so as to 
arouse a quick intense emotional 
reaction.”

Today the internet makes see-
ing pornography easy. Back in 
the 1960s and 70s to obtain por-
nography usually required going 
to an adult store and purchasing 
a book of photos or stories or 
to an adult theater that showed 
pornography films. It could be 
embarrassing as it was when one 
time I went to an adult store 
and my boss was there purchas-
ing items. He was much more 
embarrassed than I was.

In order to meet the 1973 
Miller test many pornography 
movies of the time, at the end, 
would have a short segment on 
some social issue such as smok-
ing is bad for you so it had some 
serious value.

When VCRs were popular, one 
could rent adult tapes at many 
video rental stores. Typically 
video rental stores had the boxes 
of the tapes on display. To rent a 
movie you took the empty box to 
the counter where you were then 
given the tape. Many stores had 
an adult section, usually behind 
a curtain or door to differentiate 
between the regular tapes and 
adult tapes. As most video rental 
stores were local, you would see 
your friends and neighbors in 
the store. One time I wanted to 
rent an adult film, I put the box 
between some regular tape boxes 
and went to the counter trying 
to be discreet. The female clerk 
yelled out so everyone in the 
store could hear “Bring Debbie 
Does Dallas II up here. This guy 
wants to rent it.” I turned bright 
red. Another time I went behind 
the curtain, and a guy I worked 
with and his wife were in the 
adult section, selecting movies. 
I said hello, they awkwardly said 
Hi back..

Video cameras and Polaroid 

cameras allowed anyone to make 
a video or take photos without a 
need to get the film developed 
by a lab as it was with 8mm. The 
internet changed the distribution 
of pornography. No longer did 
one have to be in public to see 
pornography, it can be streamed 
to your home. Some of the early 
internet newsgroups were full of 
pornography. Newsgroups such 
alt.sex.with a suffix such as “pic-
tures” or  “stories,”. were early 
distributors of pornography.  

In 1995 a congressional report 
found more than 450,000 porno-
graphic images online that had 
been accessed approximately 6.4 
million times the previous year. 
The amount of pornography on 
the internet contains to grow. 
In 2019 it was estimated that 4% 
percent of website are pornogra-
phyographic and up to 20% of all 
web searches are for pornogra-
phy per studies, one by computa-
tional neuroscientists Ogas and 
Gaddam from Boston University 

and another joint one by Google 
and Columbia University. 

Many pornographic websites 
are free, but some  require pay-
ment. Some of the free sites are 
used to drive traffic to paid sites 
so much of the content is not 
accessible unless you pay. 

Today anyone with a cell 
phone can make pornography for 
their own use or to post online, 
and many do. There are many 
sites on the internet that cater 
to the amateurs. Be warned that 
anything posted on the internet 
does not die even when removed 
but can be found for many years.

Obtaining pornographic 
material has never been easier, 
and is much more private than 
previously, before the internet.It 
is said anyone with an internet 
connection can view more pic-
tures of a naked person in one 
day then your parents did in their 
lifetime.
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Modern History of Pornography

By Han Nelson
@SCP_TLDR

Do not host or visit relatives 
for this holiday Despite prom-
ises of a cure and the slow recov-
ery of essential sytems, the virus 
remains a danger in the modern 
day. For the health of those you 
care about, it is best to celebrate 
this Thanksgiving from afar.

At this point, you may have 
rolled your eyes in apathy. This 
is to be expected, by now, nearly 
every Sally and Joe has grown 
jaded of the isolation of the pres-
ent day. The calls from authori-
ties to “Maintain your distance” 
and “Avoid public gatherings” 
have been repeated for long 
enough that their impact only 
reaches deaf ears. Given enough 
time, it is almost human nature 
to forget caution and return to 
the comforts of the status quo. 
It is because of this, that I fear 
that in the splendor of the holi-
day, important cautions will go 
unheeded.

The allure of the holidays is 
strong. To those of us that grow 
restless, a spark of festivity may 
seem to be a cure for the bother-
some and downtroden year we 
inhabit. The temptation to return 
to the “normal” is understand-
able, even if a tad reckless.

It is important that we remem-
ber the dangers we face in the 

present year. If we are to proceed 
with caution, we must remind 
that for every person we value 
there are responsibilities that 
must be taken to protect them 
from danger and harm.

The grim truth is that this; if 
you celebrate holiday’s as normal 
this year, you will bring danger 
upon friends and family, and risk 
the saftey of people you do not 
know. 

The first and foremost rea-
son to avoid a traditional holiday 
get-together is for the safety of 
your parents and older relatives. 
COVID-19 has been shown to 
be exceedingly dangerous for 
older individuals. While this has 
been known for some time, the 
potential to expose older relatives 
to a strong respiratory disease is 
never a good thing.

To put the danger in per-
spective, according to the CDC 
in their release “COVID-19 
Hospitalization and Death by 
Age,” people in their 30s are four 
times as likely to die of COVID-
19 than someone in their 20s. 
This pattern continues to be wor-
rying for older ages. Someone in 
their 40s or 50s has a ten or thirty 
times higher chance of dying of 
COVID  respectively. 

The risk to older family mem-
bers is sobering, to say the least. 
However, the possible death of 
older family members is not the 

only disease related adversity to 
worry about this Holiday. For 
unfortunately, the spread of dis-
ease is silent and insidious and 
can poison lives in ways that can 
be nearly impossible to prepare 
for.

Now for a second picture 
yourself receiving an infection via 
a dust particle on a serving spoon, 
tablecloth or hug with a friendly 
uncle. You become infected but, 
luckily for you, your case isn’t life-
threatening. You suffer through 
the illness for a bit but ultimately 
come out as a survivor. For the 
most part you make a good recov-
ery, but your COVID Problems 
do not end there.

COVID has a host of lasting 
effects ranging from common 
and annoying to unusual and 
mildly crippling. For the sake of 
a realistic depiction, please sus-
pend your disbelief to imagine 
you have the slightly uncommon 
long-term symptom of moderate 
respiratory issues.

I have asthma, it is a condition 
caused by the scarring of my lung. 
Because of this, I feel experienced 
enough to explain the royal pain 
that is lung damage. Though 
asthma does not physically crip-
ple me in most circumstances, 
having a damaged lung has never 
been pleasant experience. 

You must now consider the 
unfortunate sideffect of lasting 

lung damage. While your life may 
go on, a lingering burden will be 
yours to carry for as long as you 
live. Visualize overexerting your-
self a little during a run and your 
vision briefly going black from 
lack of oxygen. Imagine the sting-
ing pain in your lower right lung, 
your body begging for the pain 
to stop, and the cruel irony that 
stopping your lungs from moving 
will only make everything worse. 
Imagine pain, from nothing more 
than the simple act of moving air 
in and out of your chest on a cold 
morning.

A damaged lung, while not life 
threatening in most cases, is an 
ailment that lasts for life, and in 
most cases is mildly painfull.

The risk of long term injury 
exists for each and every family 
member exposed to disease. 

On your side is the power 
of preparation. By using care-
ful planning and consideration, 
it is possible to celebrate while 
minimizing the risk of infection. 
Taking a few simple steps and 
thinking ahead does wonders in 
ensuring the safety of yourself 
and others.

Notably, the safest way to cel-
ebrate this holiday’s is to limit the 
people you celebrate with to the 
people who live in the same house 
or apartment. Remaining with the 
people you already have contact 
with is the best way to ensure the 

safety of you and your family.
However, if it is entirely neces-

sary to attend a dinner with rela-
tives, here are a couple of guide-
lines based on a CDC article that 
you can follow to minimize your 
chance of getting COVID.

Bring your own food to eat - 
prevents you from getting sick 
from contaminated cooking.

Wear a mask when not eat-
ing - By wearing a mask when 
not eating, you can reduce your 
chances of becoming infected or 
spreading the virus. does not get 
contaminated while not in use.

Use disposable plates and 
knives - The best way to keep 
your dishes clean is to not have 
dishes! you from contamination 
even more.

Do not dine with someone 
who has COVID 

By taking proper precautions 
you can keep yourself and your 
loved ones safe.

Ultimately, Holiday’s in times 
of COVID is a risky proposition. 
While the comforting allure of 
the holidays is something that 
many of us desire in these harsh 
times, it is important that we 
remain cautious and aware of 
what is at stake during our cel-
ebrations. This year, avoid cel-
ebrating with relatives, and if 
celebration is unavoidable take 
precautions to ensure the safety 
of yourself and your loved ones.

Don’t do holiday’s this year to stop the threat of COVID-19


